

Terms to Know:

Advanced Placement (AP) – A program is designed to allow high school students to pursue college-level studies while attending high school. The participating colleges, in turn, grant credit and/or advanced placement to students who do well on the examinations. 

Benchmark – Benchmark assessments are interim assessments administered three times per school year to measure students’ mastery of standards-based curriculum objectives. Benchmark Assessments are based on grade level expectations to give teachers immediate, formative feedback on how their students are performing at a standard benchmark. Data is analyzed to inform instruction, develop interventions and support collegial collaboration. 

Career Technical Education/NOCTI – A Federally Mandated assessment given through the National Occupational Competency Testing Institute to measure a concentrators (student) attainment of career and technical skill proficiencies that are aligned with industry-recognized standards. This test will indicate competency-based applied learning that contributes to the academic knowledge, higher-order reasoning and problem-solving skills, work attitudes, general employability skills, technical skills, and occupation-specific skills, and knowledge of all aspects of an industry, including entrepreneurship. 

Common Formative Assessments - Assessments that are the same across a grade level and/or content area, are used to inform and adjust instruction and monitor progress.  They are not used to evaluate student progress for a grade.
Connecticut Academic Performance Test Diagnostic (CAPT)  - A state mandated standardized assessment administered to students in grade 10 in March. The CAPT tests students in mathematics, reading, writing and science. If the state goal is not met, students must retake the sections they do not pass until they meet goal.
Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT)  - A state mandated standardized assessment administered to students in grades 3 through 8 in March. The CMT tests students in mathematics, reading comprehension, writing, and science. 
Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA)  - The Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) is an individual reading assessment designed to assess students’ reading performance in Grades K-3 and Grades 4-8. The DRA provides teachers an opportunity to observe their students’ reading behaviors.  
The data and information gathered enable the teacher to:

· Diagnose students’ instructional needs and plan for intervention as needed.

· Determine the level at which the student is able to read independently.

· Group students effectively to provide appropriate reading instruction and opportunities to practice reading skills and strategies.

· Document changes over time in reading performance by monitoring students’ ability to use a variety of skills and strategies.

· Identify students who may be working below proficiency and need further assessments.

· Inform parents and other educators of students’ current reading performance and 
achievement.

Diagnostic - Assessments used to clarify and target the needs of individual students when the information provided by other types of assessments, such as common assessments, is not sufficient or too broad. Diagnostic assessment can also occur at the beginning of the teaching/learning cycle. This type of assessment will provide the teacher with an understanding of the prior knowledge and skills a student brings to a unit, as well as the strengths and specific learning needs of an individual or groups of students in relation to the expectations that will be taught.

Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS)  - The DIBELS measures the “5 Big Ideas” in early literacy identified by the National Reading Panel: 

· Phonemic Awareness
· Alphabetic Principle
· Accuracy and Fluency
· Comprehension
Preliminary Scholastic Achievement Test (PSAT) – The Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT) is a program cosponsored by the College Board and National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC). It is a standardized test that provides firsthand practice for the SAT®. It also provides students with a chance to enter NMSC scholarship programs and gain access to college and career planning tools. The PSAT/NMSQT measures:

· Critical reading skills

· Math problem-solving skills

· Writing skills

Progress Monitoring - Assessments that yield data to track student progress towards a goal. Progress monitoring is also the process of analyzing the effectiveness of the interventions put in place to support students. Data is shared with all stakeholders to ensure fidelity of the intervention and to make informed decisions regarding the curriculum, instruction and assessment. 

Scholastic Achievement Test (SAT)  - The SAT is a globally recognized college admission test that lets students show colleges what students knowledge and how well they can apply that knowledge. It tests a student’s knowledge of reading, writing and math — subjects that are taught every day in high school classrooms. The SAT is taken during the junior or senior year of high school. Almost all colleges and universities use the SAT to make admission decisions.
Summative Assessments - Assessments that are employed mainly to assess cumulative student learning at a particular point in time (e.g., the Connecticut Mastery Test, the Connecticut Academic Performance Test) 

Universal Common Screener – Assessment measures that are common to all students in a grade or districts that are administered to all of those students on a routine basis.
Writing Prompt  - A 45-minute written assessment given to a grade level to measure a student’s writing ability in fluency, organization, and elaboration. Two teachers score prompts holistically on a 6-point rubric for a combined score out of 12. 
	~ Academic Events August 2010 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	1 

	2 

	3 

	4 

	5 

	6 

	7 


	8 

	9 

	10 

	11 

	12 

	13 

	14 


	15 

	16 

	17 

	18 
Accelerated Math Mentor Training

HS – 10:30 – 12:30
	19 

	20 

	21 


	22 

	23 

	24 

	25 
Professional Development

Convocation

Building Meetings
	26 
Professional Development

SFL Cohort III: Training

Cohort I & II: 

Data Team/DMR Training

8:00 – 3:05
	27 
Professional Development

PLC/Data Teams/DMR

8:00 – 11:00

Parent Visitation:

BBS - 12:45 – 1:45

MS – 2:00 – 3:00
	28 


	29 

	30 
First Day of School 

PK - 9
	31 
First Day of School 

10 -12

STAR Reading

PK-12
	Notes:

STAR Reading will be used as a Universal Screener prior to DRA (K-8)

The Testing Window will begin 8/31. All STAR testing should be complete by 10/31/10.


	~ Academic Events September 2010 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	1 

	2 

	3 

	4 


	5 

	6 
NO School

Labor Day
	7 
Benchmark/Diagnostic

Assessment – MS

Writing Prompts - MS

DRA – MS

Open House - HS


	8 

	9 

	10 

	11 


	12 

	13 

	14 
Open House - MS
	15 

	16 
	17 
	18 

	19 

	20 

	21 

	22 
Grades 3 & 4 Benchmark/Diagnostic

Assessment – BB

Open House - BB


	23 
Grades 3 & 4 Benchmark/Diagnostic

Assessment – BB


	24 
Grades 3 & 4 Benchmark/Diagnostic

Assessment – BB


	25 


	26 

	27 
Grade 9 Benchmark/Diagnostic

Assessment – HS


	28 
Grade 9 Benchmark/Diagnostic

Assessment – HS


	29 
Grades 3 & 4 DRP – BB

Grade 9 Benchmark/Diagnostic

Assessment – HS


	30 
Grade 9 Benchmark/Diagnostic

Assessment – HS


	Notes:




	~ Academic Events October 2010 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	
	
	1 
Complete SfL Phase 1 Check-in
	2 


	3 

	4 
C.A.P.; L.ID; PA – K 

Parts 1,2) – BB

DRA  – Grade 1-4 – BB

Writing Prompt  – Grade 1-4 - BB
	5 

	6 

	7 
DRA Scores DUE – MS


	8 

	9 


	10 

	11 
NO School

Columbus Day
	12 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

8:00 – 3:05

Differentiated Instruction with Dr. Diane Heacox 

(PK-12)
	13 
PSAT

Grades 10 & 11
	14 

	15 
Sarah Fitzsimons PD

HS English
	16 


	17 

	18 

	19 

	20 

	21 

	22 
Writing Prompt Scores DUE – BB

Peggy Neal PD

MS Math
	23 


	24 

	25 
Larry Brown PD

HS Science PLC
	26 
Peggy Neal PD

Grades 1 & 2
Degrees of Reading Power (DRP)  (BB 2 -4)
	27 
Peggy Neal PD

Grades 3 & 4
	28 

	29 
All data from assessments from October 4 DUE – BB (not including WP)
	30 


	31 

	Notes:

October 12 District Wide PD day will be held in the High School Auditorium for all staff members


	~ Academic Events November 2010 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	1 
PA Part 3 for 1st 

Yopp Singer for 2nd
DIBELS Grade 2*

Sarah Fitzsimons PD

HS English/FACS/Bus
	2 

	3 
Peggy Neal PreK, K and PLC Team Leaders
	4 

	5 
DIBELS – Grade 2 DUE - BB
	6 


	7 

	8 

	9 

	10 

	11 
NO School

Veterans Day
	12 
Peggy Neal PD

MS Math
	13 


	14 

	15 
Parent – Teacher Conf.

BBS (Half Day)

HS (Half Day)

Professional Dev. 

MS (Half Day)

Complete SfL Phase 2 Check-in
	16 
Parent – Teacher Conf.

BBS (Half Day)

MS (Half Day)

HS (Half Day)


	17 
Parent – Teacher Conf.

BBS (Half Day)

MS (Half Day)

HS (Half Day)


	18 
Parent – Teacher Conf.

MS (Half Day)

Professional Dev. 

HS (Half Day)

BBS (Half Day)
	19 

	20 


	21 

	22 

	23 

	24 
 Pk-12 Shortened Day
	25 
No School

Thanksgiving
	26 

	27 


	28 

	29 

	30 
Writing Prompt – BB

(11/30 – 12/3)
	Notes:

*To be done on all students not making goal on oral accuracy on DRA


	~ Academic Events December 2010 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	1 
District Wide Benchmark Assessments/Diagnostic Testing Window Begins

(BB, MS, HS)


	2 

	3 

	4 


	5 

	6 

	7 
Sarah Fitzsimons PD

BB


	8 

	9 

	10 

	11 


	12 

	13 

	14 
Larry Brown PD

HS Science PLC
	15 

	16 

	17 
Writing Prompt Scores DUE - BB
	18 


	19 

	20 

	21 
District Wide Benchmark Assessments/Diagnostic Testing Window Ends

 (BB, MS, HS)


	22 

	23 
PK-12 Shortened Day


	24 
VACATION
	25 


	26 

	27 
VACATION
	28 
VACATION
	29 
VACATION
	30 
VACATION
	31 
VACATION
	Notes:


	~ January 2011 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	
	
	
	1 


	2 

	3 
DRA/Benchmark Reading Assessment

 K-4 – BB

DIBELS K – BB

DRA/Benchmark Reading – MS (Progress Monitoring/diagnostic)


	4 

	5 

	6 

	7 

	8 


	9 

	10 

	11 
EWHS Exams

Shortened Day

Sarah Fitzsimons PD

BB


	12 
EWHS Exams

Shortened Day


	13 
EWHS Exams

Shortened Day


	14 
EWHS Exams

Shortened Day

Professional Development 

(Half Day)
	15 


	16 

	17 

	18 

	19 

	20 
Sarah Fitzsimons PD

BB


	21 

	22 


	23 

	24 

	25 

	26 

	27 

	28 

	29 


	30 

	31 

	Notes:

District Wide Benchmark Testing dates may vary by building. Principals and Assistants to develop testing schedule. 


	~ February 2011 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	1 
Writing Prompts – BB

(2/1 – 2/4)
	2 

	3 

	4 

	5 


	6 

	7 

	8 

	9 

	10 

	11 

	12 


	13 

	14 

	15 
Complete SfL Phase 3 Check-in
	16 

	17 

	18 
Writing Prompts Scores DUE - BB
	19 


	20 

	21 
VACATION
	22 
VACATION
	23 
VACATION
	24 
VACATION
	25 
VACATION
	26 


	27 

	28 

	Notes:


	~ March 2011 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	1 

	2 

	3 

	4 

	5 


	6 

	7 

	8 
CMT  -Direct Assessment of Writing

CAPT – Interdisciplinary Writing I
	9 
CAPT – Response to Literature
	10 
CAPT – Interdisciplinary Writing II
	11 

	12 


	13 

	14 

	15 

	16 

	17 

	18 

	19 


	20 

	21 

	22 

	23 

	24 

	25 

	26 


	27 

	28 

	29 

	30 

	31 

	Notes:

Tests shown for March 8 – 10 must be administered on these fixed days. All other test sessions may be scheduled on any day within the administration window (March 1 – 29)

Snow date – Next day school is in session


	~ April 2011 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	
	
	1 

	2 


	3 

	4 

	5 

	6 

	7 

	8 

	9 


	10 

	11 
Parent – Teacher Conf.

BBS (Half Day)

HS (Half Day)

Professional Dev. 

MS (Half Day)
	12 
Parent – Teacher Conf.

BBS (Half Day)

HS (Half Day)


	13 
Parent – Teacher Conf.

BBS (Half Day)

MS (Half Day) 

HS (Half Day)


	14 
Parent – Teacher Conf.

MS (Half Day)

Professional Dev. 

BBS (Half Day)

HS (Half Day)
	15 

	16 


	17 

	18 
VACATION
	19 
VACATION
	20 
VACATION
	21 
VACATION
	22 
VACATION
	23 


	24 

	25 
CTE/NOCTI Testing Window Begins – HS

LAS Links/ELL Testing

Begins K-12
	26 

	27 

	28 

	29 

	30 



	~ May 2011 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	1 

	2 
District Wide Benchmark Assessments/Diagnostic Testing Window Begins

(BB, MS, HS)

Hanna-Orleans Algebra Prognosis G. 8 - MS
	3 

	4 

	5 

	6 

	7 


	8 

	9 
Professional Development

(Full Day) 


	10 

	11 

	12 

	13 

	14 


	15 

	16 

	17 

	18 

	19 

	20 
Larry Brown PD

HS Science PLC
	21 


	22 

	23 

	24 

	25 

	26 

	27 

	28 


	29 

	30 
No School

Memorial Day
	31 

	Notes:

May 9th Professional Development Day will be based on teacher needs. There will be a choice of workshops to attend throughout the district to support inquiry, collaboration and learning. Workshop choices to be announced in April, 2010.


	~ June 2011 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	1 
Complete SfL Phase 4 Check-in
	2 

	3 

	4 


	5 

	6 

	7 

	8 

	9 
EWHS Exams

(Half Day)
	10 
EWHS Exams

(Half Day)
	11 


	12 

	13 
EWHS Exams

(Half Day)
	14 
EWHS Exams

(Half Day)

Scheduled

 Last Day of School

(Half Day PK – 12)
	15 

	16 

	17 

	18 


	19 

	20 

	21 

	22 

	23 

	24 

	25 


	26 

	27 

	28 

	29 

	30 

	Notes:


	~ July 2011 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	
	
	1 

	2 


	3 

	4 

	5 

	6 

	7 

	8 

	9 


	10 

	11 

	12 

	13 

	14 

	15 

	16 


	17 

	18 

	19 

	20 

	21 

	22 

	23 


	24 

	25 

	26 

	27 

	28 

	29 

	30 


	31 

	Notes:


	~ August 2011 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	Calendar to be updated to reflect opening events for 2011 – 2012 

school year
	1 

	2 

	3 

	4 

	5 

	6 


	7 

	8 

	9 

	10 

	11 

	12 

	13 


	14 

	15 

	16 

	17 

	18 

	19 

	20 


	21 

	22 

	23 

	24 

	25 

	26 

	27 


	28 

	29 

	30 

	31 

	Notes:

STAR Reading will be used as a Universal Screener prior to DRA (K-8)

The Testing Window will begin 8/31. All STAR testing should be complete by 10/31/10.


	~ September 2011 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	
	1 

	2 

	3 


	4 

	5 
Labor Day

No School
	6 
District Wide Benchmark Assessments/Diagnostic Testing Window Begins

(BB, MS, HS)


	7 

	8 

	9 

	10 


	11 

	12 
DRA Testing K-8


	13 

	14 

	15 

	16 

	17 


	18 

	19 

	20 

	21 

	22 

	23 

	24 


	25 

	26 

	27 

	28 

	29 

	30 

	Notes:


	~ October 2011 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	
	
	
	1 


	2 

	3 
C.A.P.; L.ID; PA – K 

Parts 1,2) – BB

Writing Prompt  – Grade 1-4 - BB
	4 

	5 

	6 

	7 

	8 


	9 

	10 
	11 

	12 

	13 

	14 

	15 


	16 

	17 
	18 

	19 

	20 

	21 

	22 


	23 

	24 
	25 

	26 

	27 

	28 

	29 


	30 

	31 
DRA Scores K-8 DUE
	Notes:


	~ November 2011 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	1 

	2 

	3 

	4 

	5 


	6 

	7 

	8 

	9 

	10 

	11 

	12 


	13 

	14 

	15 

	16 

	17 

	18 

	19 


	20 

	21 

	22 

	23 

	24 

	25 

	26 


	27 

	28 

	29 

	30 

	Notes:


	~ December 2011 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	
	1 

	2 

	3 


	4 

	5 

	6 

	7 

	8 

	9 

	10 


	11 

	12 

	13 

	14 

	15 

	16 

	17 


	18 

	19 

	20 

	21 

	22 

	23 

	24 


	25 

	26 

	27 

	28 

	29 

	30 

	31 
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