East Windsor Board of Education

Minutes of March 18, 2010

Page 7

EAST WINDSOR BOARD OF EDUCATION

EAST WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT

The East Windsor Public Schools provide a climate that inspires the school community to achieve their full potential through continuous improvement, mutual trust and respect. A rigorous curriculum, taught by outstanding educators, motivates students to acquire fundamental, critical thinking, and problem solving skills necessary to become life-long learners and productive members of a global and diverse society.

MINUTES OF MARCH 18, 2010

I.
TIME AND PLACE OF MEETING

Chairman Pica-Sneeden called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in room N-4, East Windsor High School
II.
ATTENDANCE

Present:  Chairman Pica-Sneeden, Vice Chair Raber, Secretary Hunt, Board Members Schultz

and Simonelli, Superintendent of Schools Howes and Recording Secretary Nolan

Absent:  Members Bilodeau, Rajala, Stanley, Willingham

III.
ADDED AGENDA ITEMS 


None

IV.
PREVIOUS MINUTES


 A.

Minutes of Regular Meeting of March 3, 2010
 





Dr. Hunt moved and Mr. Raber seconded a 





Motion:  To approve the minutes of March 3, 2010.

Mr. Schultz corrected a comment on page 4.  He said it should read, “He suggested protesting legislators to not fund the magnet schools.”

Ms. Simonelli made a correction on page 3.  She said that Mr. Slattery said at the March 18th meeting that “middle school classes will increase to 30 or more students.”  

Upon motion by Ms. Simonelli, seconded by Mr. Raber, it was unanimously

 VOTED:  To approve the minutes as amended.


V.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


None

VI.    COMMUNICATIONS


None

VII.  
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT


A.

Financials





1.
Financial Statement

The homebound instruction and the substitute accounts are in the red.  Mr. Howes said he will continue to watch them closely.





2.
Cafeteria Account

February saw a profit of $2,171.66, leaving a year-end deficit of $958.40.


B.        Personnel 





1.
Tracy Faber, Grade 4 Teacher, Request for Maternity Leave/Child Rearing Leave effective April 16, 2010 through the end of the 2009-2010 school year



Upon motion by Mr. Raber, seconded by Dr. Hunt, it was unanimously



VOTED:  To approve the request as presented.





2.   Lauren Kukucka, Pre-K Teacher, Request for Maternity Leave/Child Rearing Leave

                           effective May 12, 2010 through the end of the 2009-2010 school year




      Upon motion by Dr. Hunt, seconded by Ms. Simonelli, it was unanimously




      VOTED:  To approve the request as presented.


C.

Information (**Consent Agenda per BP #9325.21)





1.
Broad Brook Parent Newsletter





2.
Middle School Wildcat Weekly





3.
Hartford Courant Article re Bus Inspections






(Smyth Bus Co. had no violations)

Smyth Bus was the only school bus company with zero violations.  Ms. Simonelli suggested that the Board write a letter of commendation to Smyth Bus Company.  All Board members will sign it.





4.
Journal Inquirer Article re the New Town Charter





5.
All Town Band Concert, March 24, 6:30 p.m. in East Windsor High School Gym





6.
Public Budget Hearing, March 24, 7:30 p.m. in the East Windsor High 






School Auditorium





7.
Board of Education Retreat, March 20, 9:00 a.m. in Room N-4





8.  Enrollment





9.
Mobility Report






Mr. Schultz asked if the Board could get information concerning whether this type 






of transiencey is typical in other districts.





10.
JI Article re Selectmen Propose Furloughs





11.
American School Board Journal and Magna Awards





12.
Curriculum Newsletter

Upon motion by Dr. Hunt, seconded by Ms. Simonelli, it was unanimously

VOTED:  To accept the consent agenda as presented.


D.

Information (for discussion) 





1.
Report re Future Problem Solvers 

Middle School English Teacher Ms. Hudock reported on the Future Problem Solvers Club.  She is the coach of the after school program.  Since 1995, East Windsor students have been the champions four times.  This year there is a team of four 8th graders who will compete at the state level—Samantha Couture, Jason Elliott, Mallory Norman and Jennifer Piekos.  





2.
Report re Poetry Out Loud Competition 

High School English Teachers Ms. Butler and Ms. LeMay reported on the first annual poetry contest sponsored by the National Endowment for the Arts and the Poetry Foundation.   East Windsor’s school champion, senior Nichol McCarter,

recited her winning poem.  Nichole stated that it was a great experience.  





3.
Algebra Update 

High School Math Teacher Joy Wilson explained that the graduating class of 2013 will have to take at least three years of math—algebra 1, geometry, and algebra 2.

She was enthusiastic about next year’s block scheduling and said that students will be able to go deeper into math.  AP statistics and AP calculus will be offered in the future. 





4.
Literacy Night – Middle School Literacy Committee

The team members Irene Parisi, Melissa Lopes, Jessica Fisher, Emily Marchinkowski, Collen Marren and Casey LaPlante were present.

100% of students and teachers participated in the school-wide summer reading program last summer.  This year, they plan to continue with the following:

Get Caught Reading, Word of the Week, Barnes and Noble Nights, Book Fairs,

Book Club and Author Visits.

There were over 300 parents and students at this year’s Literacy Night.





5.
Eighth Grade Parent Night 

High School Principal spoke about the eighth grade parent night.  He said that he hopes that more eighth graders will choose East Windsor High School in the fall.





6.
Community Conversation Update 

Mr. Howes reported that the seventeen volunteer members broke up into four groups, to discuss their goals and how they will achieve them.  We hope to have more people at the next meeting on April 13.





7.
Testimony on Proposed Bill HB-5425 

The proposed bill came out of a meeting between the Board of Education and 
   Gary LeBeau and Ted Graziani.  Mr. Howes presented a copy of his testimony on proposed Bill HB-5425, which as proposed, would change the way a district’s special education tuition is charged.  As proposed, the Act would change an important budgetary concern that all districts experience—the possibility of an unbudgeted and unfunded special education outplacement liability.   Mr. Howes explained that under this bill, should five students move from East Windsor and take up residency elsewhere within the state after April 1, East Windsor would be responsible for their schooling for the entirety of the following fiscal year.  Though the students would no longer be residents of East Windsor, the tuition responsibility would be a one-year only charge that would allow the receiving district to budget for the expense the following year.  This would neither help nor harm our district as the money supporting the tuition of the departed students should already have been appropriated by April 1.  It will make it easier to budget and it would be more predictable.

VIII.    UNFINISHED BUSINESS

           None

IX.      NEW BUSINESS

           A.
Request Authorization for Drivers’ Education Program at East Windsor


High School – 


Social Studies Teacher Andrew Masters proposed allowing Top Driver School

to use a classroom at East Windsor High School to train our students to drive.

The cost would be $525 for 30 hours of instruction, 8 hours behind the wheel and a drug and alcohol course.  To run the program it would have to have at least ten students participating.  Mr. Masters said that the program can be as flexible as needed.  There would be no cost or liability to the Board of Education.  If there is a need for more students, Mr. Masters may come back to the Board to request opening up the program to surrounding towns.

Upon motion by Dr. Hunt, seconded by Mr. Raber, it was unanimously

VOTED:  To approve the Top Driver program as presented.

X.
 BOARD POLICY REVIEW

 Social Studies Teacher Jeff Moore and students Chris Bona and Jade Corolus reported on the Interact Program at the East Windsor High School.

XI.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (second opportunity to make comments)

Mr. Howes presented a response to a question regarding Magnet Schools vs. East Windsor Schools from the March 3rd meeting.

For savings to be seen, twenty students per grade level would need to leave East Windsor before reductions in force could be made—we could reduce our workforce approximately one teacher per every a twenty students lost.  Due to the necessity of spreading fixed costs over a smaller total enrollment, the per pupil spending could rise as a result of student losses.   
XII.

LIAISON’S REPORT 

Ms. Simonelli reported on the meeting that the Board of Selectmen presented their recommended budget to the Board of Finance.  If the town budget increased by 5%, taxes  on an average $200,000 assessed house, taxes would increase by $620/year.  At an increase of 2% to the town budget, the same owner would pay an additional $446/year.

The Board of Finance’s public budget hearing is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 24, in the high school auditorium.

XIII.     REQUESTS FOR DATA FROM THE BOARD

None

XIV.
MISCELLANEOUS

A.  Dr. Hunt commended Curriculum Director Irene Parisi on her newsletter.

B.  The Democratic Town Committee donated $800 to the Close Up Foundation trip.  The 

      Republican Town Committee also donated funds to the program.

C.  Mr. Schultz was commended for receiving a grant to implement a program at Fermi
      High School, where he teaches science.

XV.     ANTICIPATED EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Superintendent requested an executive session for the following purpose:

A.  Discussion and Possible Action on Superintendent's Recommendations for Non-renewal  

     of Non-tenured Certified Personnel 


B.  Discussion re Pending Contract Negotiations with Classified Personnel Association 


C.  Discussion re Pending Contract Negotiations with the Certified Personnel Association 


Upon motion by Ms. Simonelli, seconded by Dr. Hunt, it was unanimously 


VOTED:  To go into executive session at 8:40 p.m.


The Board left executive session at 9:15 p.m.

Dr. Hunt moved, and Mr. Raber seconded, a

MOTION:  Upon to non-renew the contracts of the following non-tenured certified personnel at the end of the 2009-2010 school year:

Further move that the Superintendent of Schools be directed to communicate this action of the Board, in writing, to the teachers listed below and that the Superintendent of Schools be authorized to respond on behalf of the Board of Education to any requests which may be forthcoming from those teachers or his/her representative pursuant to applicable provisions of Connecticut General Statutes 10-151. 

Kathleen Balma

Stacie Bolan

Joelle Burgess

Whitney Butler

Yvette Chevalier

Lee Currey

Erin Edwards

Jason Flynn

Nick Gelbar

Pam Goodall

Scott Kaplan

Marika Kraus

Lauren Kukucka

Rebecca Kwasnik

Eleisha LeMay

Casey LaPlante

Emily Marchinkoski

Colleen Marren

Patricia Meltser

Jeffrey Moore

Mike Mosher

Liam O’Reilly

Irene Parisi

Justin Piwonski

Nathan Reynolds

Sandra Rich

Sharon Richters

Lynn Rookey

Elaine Shapiro

Dana Schreiber

Cae Volpintesta

Dan Ward

Abigail Wrinn

Michelle Wylie

Manuela Young

In favor of the motion:  Hunt, Pica-Sneeden, Raber, Simonelli

Abstaining:  Schultz

The motion passed.

Upon motion by Ms. Simonelli, seconded by Mr. Raber, it was unanimously

VOTED:  To approve the early retirement package as presented by the superintendent.

XVI.
ADJOURNMENT


Upon motion by Mr. Raber, seconded by Ms. Simonelli, it was unanimously


VOTED:  To adjourn at 9:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dr. Leslie Jane Hunt

Secretary










