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EAST WINDSOR BOARD OF EDUCATION

EAST WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT

The East Windsor Public Schools provide a climate that inspires the school community to achieve their full potential through continuous improvement, mutual trust and respect. A rigorous curriculum, taught by outstanding educators, motivates students to acquire fundamental, critical thinking, and problem solving skills necessary to become life-long learners and productive members of a global and diverse society.

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF APRIL 1, 2010

I.
TIME AND PLACE OF MEETING


Chairman Pica-Sneeden called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in room N-4,

East Windsor High School.

II.
ATTENDANCE

Present:  Chairman Pica-Sneeden, Vice Chairman Raber, Secretary Hunt, and Board Members Bilodeau, Schultz, Simonelli, Stanley (7:38), Willingham, Superintendent of Schools Howes, Recording Secretary Nolan

Absent:  Rajala

III.
ADDED AGENDA ITEMS 


None

IV.
PREVIOUS MINUTES


 A.

Minutes of Regular Meeting of March 18, 2010

Ms. Simonelli corrected VII.D.1., Report re Future Problem Solvers.  She stated that East Windsor students have “made states four times”, not “have been the champions four times”.

Ms. Simonelli moved, and Dr. Hunt seconded, a

MOTION:  To approve the minutes as amended.

Voting for the motion:  Raber, Hunt, and Board Members Bilodeau, Schultz, Simonelli, Stanley

Abstaining:  Bilodeau and Willingham

The motion passed. 

After verifying with FPS Advisor Ms. Hudock, East Windsor’s teams have been

state champions four times.

V.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


None

VI.    COMMUNICATIONS


None


VII.  
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT


A.

Financials





None






B.        Personnel 




      None


C.

Information (**Consent Agenda per BP #9325.21)





1.  Conncan.org District Rankings of Middle School Performance Gains 





2.  Journal Inquirer Fall  All-Academic Team






  Upon motion by Dr. Hunt, seconded by Ms. Simonelli, it was unanimously






   VOTED:  To accept the consent agenda as presented.


D.

Information (for discussion) 





1.
Introduction of Third Quarter Outstanding Student Award Winners: 






Emily Syme, Gr. 3; Kaylee Arzt, Gr. 6; Marisa Prior, Gr. 11






The students were introduced to the Board of Education.





2.
Systems of Intervention Report (RTI) 

Ms. McCarroll reported on Report to Intervention (RTI), a program that enables school staff to provide early interventions to our general education students.  RTI is a process that allows teachers to meet individual student needs, while utilizing a cross section of staff members.  Data is collected and students are watched closely to make sure that they are improving.  The objective is to support a multi-tiered approach that provides increasingly intensive help to our most academically and behaviorally vulnerable children in our school.  There is a three-tier model of school supports:  85% of the students are in the largest tier.  These students are mostly successful in class; 10 % are getting extra help from the teacher in the classroom;

5% of the students in the smallest tier are in EIRP, or getting intense one-to-one help.

Ms. Stanley entered the meeting.

PLC meetings are devoted to RTI.  Teachers are able to support other teachers.  

Referrals to special education has decreased by 50% since implementing RTI.  Mr. Slattery reported that there were several students in this program that made the honor roll last quarter.  

Mr. O’Reilly said that the new block scheduling at the high school next year will strengthen their RTI program.





3     Leo Club Report 

Leo Club Advisor Dan Ward reported that there are 30 students in the club this year.  They work with the Lions Club in town.  They help out at a special Christmas party at LaRenaissance in December.  They help the Lions with their yearly turkey shoot and they help stock the Five Corner Cupboard.  They are hoping to hold a concert at the end of the school year—the money going to the Jimmy Fund.





4.
Birth to School Report 

Family Resource Center Director Midge Pych reported on the many programs offered.  She also reported on receiving a $50,000 SDE After-School Grant.





5.
NEASC Update 

Principal Liam O’Reilly reported that the final report has arrived and that he would review it with his staff shortly. The Board should get it at the next meeting.  Mr. O’Reilly made the Board aware that East Windsor High School is an accredited high school, but the report supports several recommendations from the NEASC committee.





VIII.    UNFINISHED BUSINESS

           None

IX.      NEW BUSINESS

           A.
Recommendation to Set High School Graduation for Friday, June 18, 2010 

The last day of school is scheduled for June 17, 2010.  Mr. Howes recommended

 holding high school graduation on Friday, June 18.

Upon motion by Mr. Raber, seconded by Dr. Hunt, it was unanimously

VOTED:  To schedule High School Graduation for Friday, June 18, 2010


B.
Recommendation Not to Submit Healthy Lunch Food Certification Application 



Mr. Howes stated that East Windsor serves healthy lunches.



Upon motion by Ms. Stanley, seconded by Mr. Raber, it was unanimously



VOTED:  Not to submit healthy lunch food certification application.   

X.
 BOARD POLICY REVIEW

A.  All of East Windsor’s Board Policies have been sent to CABE for Review and

     Recommendations




  Ms. Willingham said she wanted to have the Board Policy Review Committee meeting 

  on Monday, April 5.  She announced that there is an open seat on the

  committee.  Dr. Hunt, Ms. Bilodeau and Ms. Willingham serve on the committee.

  Ms. Simonelli said she would do it if nobody else wants to.

XI.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (second opportunity to make comments)


None

XII.

LIAISON’S REPORT 

Ms. Simonelli said that she thought that at the next Board of Finance meeting, they will be discussing what might be sellable to the town.

As the liaison to Cox Cable Ms. Stanley reported that five people have been trained so far to film government meetings.  She said that more volunteers and donations are necessary.

XIII.     REQUESTS FOR DATA FROM THE BOARD

           None

XIV.
MISCELLANEOUS

Ms. Willingham reported that the Democratic Town Committee made a $300 donation to high school scholarships.

Selectman Gilbert Hayes commented on the news that Smyth Bus Company had been counted as the only large bus company in Connecticut to have zero bus violations.

Game Day is Sunday, April 11, 1-3 p.m. at Scout Hall.  Food donations will be accepted.

Mr. Pica-Sneeden and Mr. Howes attended the Race to the Top work session.

XV.     ANTICIPATED EXECUTIVE SESSION


Upon motion by Mr. Raber, seconded by Ms. Simonelli, it was unanimously

VOTED:  To go into executive session at 8:50 p.m. to discuss a personnel matter.

             The Board left executive session at 9:16 p.m.

XVI.
ADJOURNMENT


Upon motion by Ms. Bilodeau, seconded by Ms. Simonelli, it was unanimously


VOTED: To adjourn at 9:17 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dr. Leslie Jane Hunt










