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EAST WINDSOR BOARD OF EDUCATION

EAST WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT

The East Windsor Public Schools provide a climate that inspires the school community to achieve their full potential through continuous improvement, mutual trust and respect. A rigorous curriculum, taught by outstanding educators, motivates students to acquire fundamental, critical thinking, and problem solving skills necessary to become life-long learners and productive members of a global and diverse society.

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF APRIL 15, 2010
I.
TIME AND PLACE OF MEETING


Chairman Pica-Sneeden called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in room N-4, 


East Windsor High School.

II.
ATTENDANCE

Present:  Chairman Pica-Sneeden, Secretary Hunt, Members Bilodeau, Simonelli, Willingham, Superintendent of Schools Howes, Recording Secretary Nolan

Absent:  Raber, Rajala, Schultz, Stanley

III.
ADDED AGENDA ITEMS 


Upon motion by Dr. Hunt, seconded by Ms. Simonelli, it was unanimously


VOTED:  To accept the added agenda item.

IV.
PREVIOUS MINUTES


 A.

Minutes of Regular Meeting of April 1, 2010
 

Ms. Bilodeau stated that she had abstained from voting on the March 18, 2010, minutes.

                     Upon motion by Ms. Simonelli, seconded by Ms. Bilodeau, it was unanimously





VOTED:  To approve the minutes as amended.

V.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


None

VI.    COMMUNICATIONS


None


VII.  
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT


A.

Financials





1.  Financial Statement

Distributed





2.  Cafeteria Account

There is a year-to-date profit of $5,190.95.


B.        Personnel 




      None


C.

Information (**Consent Agenda per BP #9325.21)





1.  American School Board Journal





2.  Middle School Wildcat Weekly





3.  Broad Brook School Parent Bulletin






4.  High School Newsletter






5.  Enrollment Report 


  Upon motion by Ms. Simonelli, seconded by Ms. Bilodeau, it was unanimously

  VOTED:  To approve the consent agenda as presented.


D.

Information (for discussion) 





1.
VNA Donation of Vision Machine 

School nurses Ms. Hildebrand and Ms. Destro and the Board thanked VNA Nurse Ms. Sargent for the VNA’s donation of a vision machine to the Broad Brook School and for all the volunteer work they do for the school system.





2.
Gasoline Alley Program 






High school technology teacher Mr. Kaplan and student Chris Bona 

talked about the car club.  The high school program has partnered with Porter and Chester and Baron Institute.  The club has raised money for Graduate and Celebrate and families in need.





3.
Peer Advisory with Staff (PAWS) 

Guidance Counselors Ms. Whalen and Ms. Blanchet and several students reported on the peer mentoring program at the high school.  Senior, sophomore and staff peer advisors are trained to help younger students make better decisions and be more successful.  There are currently 50 trained peer advisors.  





4.
CMT and CAPT Report 

Curriculum Director  Ms. Parisi reported on the testing process and said it went very well.





5.
Read 180 

Ms. Parisi reported on this intervention program.





6.
Curriculum Update 

Ms. Parisi reported on curriculum resources Curricuplan, Career Technical Education, BrainPOP, and PD360.  Mr. Howes announced that Ms. Parisi applied and received a $100,000 competitive grant for technology in the classroom.





7.
Supplementary English Course for Students Currently Failing 






Grade 12 English 

High School Principal Mr. O’Reilly reported on this program that will give one more chance to seniors in danger of not graduating.  This is a 30 hour program that will take place after school hours and cost students $200.





8.
Race to the Top Report 

Mr. Pica-Sneeden and Mr. Howes reported on the second phase of the Race to the Top (RTTT) grant, which is designed to boost performance among public school districts across the country.  During the first phase, forty states applied for competitive grants.  Only two states, Delaware and Tennessee, were awarded funding. 





9.
CALI:  Scientific Research Based Interventions Training Report 

Mr. Howes reported on the training. This will not cost the district financially.





10.
Discussion re Next Board of Education Retreat 

Those present agreed to hold the retreat after the regular Board of Education meeting on Thursday, June 24.  The Board will review its by-laws.  





11.
Community Conversation Update 

Mr. Howes reported on the work of the subcommittees.


12.
Date for Superintendent’s Evaluation


The Board will meet on Wednesday, April 28, to conduct the Superintendent’s 


annual evaluation.




VIII.    UNFINISHED BUSINESS   

           None

IX.      NEW BUSINESS

          A.  Recommendation re Mobile Dental Services 

                Nurse Supervisor Ms. Hildebrand reported that this program wouldn’t cost the district.

    The non-profit program treats children up to 18 years who have state or no dental 

     insurance.  The care coordinators work with families to help them get their children the

     care they need.

                 The Board, by consensus, approved the program as presented.

X.
 BOARD POLICY REVIEW


 A.  Report on April 5th Board Policy Meeting 


 Ms. Willingham suggested that the whole Board meet to review Board by-laws.  Also, she

   suggested reviewing the superintendent’s roles and responsibilities to ensure that they line


 up with his evaluation instrument.

    Dr. Hunt commented that it is against Board policy to receive handouts at the Board

    meeting.  If it is not in the packet that is delivered on Monday, the Board doesn’t want to


  see it.  She also stated that reports should be no longer than five minutes.

XI.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (second opportunity to make comments)


None

XII.

LIAISON’S REPORT 

Ms. Simonelli reported that the Board of Finance would present the proposed budget as it 

was received.  It will be presented at the April 26th public hearing at the middle school. 

XIII.     REQUESTS FOR DATA FROM THE BOARD

            None

XIV.
MISCELLANEOUS

A.
Parent conferences are scheduled as a partial day for students.  

B.
Ms. Simonelli asked that the Board send a letter of thanks to the VNA.

XV.     ANTICIPATED EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Superintendent requested an executive session to discuss a personnel matter.

Upon motion by Ms. Willingham, seconded by Ms. Simonelli, it was unanimously

VOTED:  To go into executive session at 9:10 p.m.

             The Board came out of executive session at 9:50 p.m.

XVI.
ADJOURNMENT

Upon motion by Ms. Simonelli, seconded by Ms. Willingham, it was unanimously

VOTED:  To adjourn at 9:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dr. Leslie Jane Hunt

Secretary










