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EAST WINDSOR BOARD OF EDUCATION
EAST WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT

The East Windsor Public Schools provide a climate that inspires the school community to achieve their full potential through continuous improvement, mutual trust and respect. A rigorous curriculum, taught by outstanding educators, motivates students to acquire fundamental, critical thinking, and problem solving skills necessary to become life-long learners and productive members of a global and diverse society.

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF JUNE 3, 2010
DRAFT
I.
TIME AND PLACE OF MEETING


Thursday, June 3, 2010

East Windsor High School, Room N-4 - 7:30 p.m.

II.
ATTENDANCE
Present:  Chairman Pica-Sneeden, Vice Chair Raber, Secretary Hunt, and Board Members
Bilodeau, Schultz, Simonelli, Stanley, Willingham.  Also, present:  Superintendent of Schools Howes and Recording Secretary Nolan.  Absent:  Member Rajala.
III.
ADDED AGENDA ITEMS 

Upon motion by Mr. Raber, seconded by Dr. Hunt, it was unanimously


VOTED: To accept the added agenda item.
IV.
PREVIOUS MINUTES

 A.

Minutes of Regular Meeting of May 20, 2010




Change NESDEC to NEASC in IX.B. on page 5.





Upon motion by Mr.Raber, seconded by Dr. Hunt, it was unanimously





VOTED:  To approve the minutes as amended,

V.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

None

VI.    COMMUNICATIONS

None

VII.  
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT


A.

Financials





None





B.        Personnel 



      1.  Retirements (effective the end of the 2009-2010 school year)





   a.
Barbara Gilson, High School Art Teacher since September 1, 1968



Upon motion by Dr. Hunt, seconded by Ms. Simonelli, it was unanimously

VOTED:  To accept the retirement of Barbara Gilson.  





2.  Leaves of Absence







a.
Whitney Butler, High School English Teacher since September 1, 2008,








Childbearing Leave effective June 1, 2010 and Child Rearing Leave 








effective August 25, 2010, returning January 24, 2011
Upon motion by Ms. Simonelli, seconded by Ms. Bilodeau, it was unanimously

VOTED:  To approve Ms. Butler’s leave of absence as requested







b.
Manuela Young, High School Spanish Teacher since September 1, 2008.








Child Rearing Leave effective August 25, 2010, returning January 24, 2011







Upon motion by Ms. Simonelli, seconded by Ms. Bilodeau, it was unanimously







VOTED:  To approve Ms. Young’s leave of absence as requested.


C.

Information (**Consent Agenda per BP #9325.21)




1.  Middle School Wildcat Weekly





2.  Broad Brook School Parent Bulletin








3.  Third Referendum – Tues., June 8, 12 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.





4.  Volunteer Reception - Monday, June 14, 6:30 p.m. at EWHS Cafeteria





5.   Eighth Grade Graduation – Wed., June 16, at EWHS





6.  Regular Board of Education Meeting – Thur., June 17 in N-4





7.  High School Graduation – Fri., June 18, 6:00 p.m., EWHS




8.  Graduate and Celebrate’s Safe Graduation Party – Fri., June 18, 9:30 p.m.






  to 5:00 a.m. at EWHS




9.  Superintendent’s Evaluation Meeting – Tues., June 22, 6:30 p.m., N-4




10.  Thurs., June 24, Board Meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. in N-4




11.  Board of Education Retreat – Thursday, June 24, immediately




       following regular Board of Education Meeting (N-4)





12.  Middle School Yearbook






Upon Ms. Simonelli, seconded by Ms. Bilodeau, it was unanimously




VOTED:  To accept the consent agenda as is.


D.

Information (for discussion) 




1.  Introduction of Fourth Quarter Outstanding Student Award Winners:  






Mr. Howes introduced Sebastian Terrio, Gr. 2 and Kyle Sargent, Gr. 5 to the Board of Education. Sahrash Chaudhary, Gr. 12 was not in attendance.




2.  Announcement of East Windsor’s Teacher of the Year 
Curriculum Director Parisi announced the nominations for East Windsor’s Teacher of the Year, 2011:

David Bidwell, Middle School Science Teacher; Tracie Canestrari, Middle School Music Teacher; Jessica Fisher, Middle School Language Arts Teacher; Amy Lupoli,

Broad Brook Gr. 2 Teacher; Andrew Masters, High School Social Studies Teacher

East Windsor’s Teacher of the Year is Tracie Canestrari, who will go on to compete in the state-wide competition.





3.  Close Up Foundation Report 

Social Studies Teacher Mr. Harrigan and student Jacob Pelletier reported on the program.  Twelve students participated in the trip.  Mr. Harrigan stated that he hopes the program will continue after he retires this month.





4.
Model Congress Report 

Mr. Harrigan and Jacob Pelletier reported on the Model Congress program held at

American International College.  Mr. Harrigan reported that the bill written by Nick Parker, Connor Griffin, Jaime Kessler and Sijal Saleem was selected as the best bill of the Model Congress.










5.
Spring Athletic Season Report 
Athletic Director Brian Maltese reported on the spring sports.  124 high school students participated in spring sports.




6.
Summer Reading Program 





Ms. Parisi reported on the summer reading program.  

VIII.    UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
           A.  2010-2011 Operating Budget

                 Mr. Howes reported that the last referendum is scheduled for June 8.  He stated that

                 The Board of Education had $509,843 cut from their budget at the first referendum; and

$261,022 cut at the second referendum.  A lengthy discussion was held concerning how this will affect class sizes and the NEASC accreditation at the High School.   The Board scheduled a special budget meeting for Wednesday, June 9, 7:30 p.m. in room N-4, East Windsor High School.


IX.      NEW BUSINESS
A.  East Windsor Athletic Club’s Proposal to Build Fitness Trail at East Windsor Middle 
     School – Mr. Szymanski    

Ted Szymanski from the East Windsor Athletic Club proposed building a walking trail behind the East Windsor Middle School.  He answered questions from Board Members.  The trail would be one-half mile and would not interfere with any athletic fields.  The Athletic Association would provide and take care of stone dust for the trail.  There would be exercise stations along the way.  It would not be used by the public during school hours.  It will not be lit at night.
Ms. Bilodeau moved, and Ms. Willingham seconded, a 

MOTION:  To approve the building of a fitness trail at the East Windsor Middle School.

Voting for the motion:  Bilodeau, Hunt, Schultz, Simonelli, Stanley, Willingham.  
Abstaining:  Raber

The motion passed.    



X.
 BOARD POLICY REVIEW 

 None

XI.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION* (second opportunity to make comments)

Lisa Madsen asked the Board to do all they can to minimize the number of teachers that will be let go.  She spoke about some grants that might be available through Pratt and Whitney.
XII.

LIAISON’S REPORT 

XIII.     REQUESTS FOR DATA FROM THE BOARD
Mr. Schultz asked for a tutorial of where the dollars come from that come to the schools, such as state and federal grants.

Ms. Willingham asked if teacher aides receive professional development.  Mr. Slattery said that teacher aides do not develop instruction.  The teachers do that and the teacher aides help the teachers.

XIV.
MISCELLANEOUS
Ms. Simonelli suggested an item for a future agenda:  She said too much time is spent on presentations from staff.  She would like to see meatier subjects on the agendas, such as marketing, curriculum, community relations, reaching out to transient families.  

Ms. Willingham asked about the special English class at the high school.  Four out of twelve students did not pass.  There was no guarantee that if they took this course, they would graduate.  Grades close on June 17.
Dr. Hunt declared that the Board by-laws state that the Board should not accept handouts at the Board meeting.  Any handouts should be in the Board packets when they are delivered prior to the meeting.
XV.     ANTICIPATED EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. Howes requested an executive session for the purpose of discussing a personnel matter.

XVI.
ADJOURNMENT
Respectfully submitted,

Dr. Leslie Jane Hunt


Secretary










