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EAST WINDSOR BOARD OF EDUCATION
EAST WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT

The East Windsor Public Schools provide a climate that inspires the school community to achieve their full potential through continuous improvement, mutual trust and respect. A rigorous curriculum, taught by outstanding educators, motivates students to acquire fundamental, critical thinking, and problem solving skills necessary to become life-long learners and productive members of a global and diverse society.

MINUTES OF JUNE 17, 2010
I.
TIME AND PLACE OF MEETING

Chairman Pica-Sneeden called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in room N-4 in the East Windsor High School.
II.
ATTENDANCE
Present:  Chairman Pica-Sneeden, Vice Chair Raber, Secretary Hunt, Board Members Bilodeau, Schultz, Simonelli, Stanley, Willingham, Superintendent of Schools, Recording Secretary Nolan.  Absent:  Rajala
III.
ADDED AGENDA ITEMS 
Upon motion by Mr. Raber, seconded by Ms. Simonelli, it was unanimously

VOTED:  To accept the added agenda item.
IV.
PREVIOUS MINUTES

 A.

Minutes of Regular Meeting of June 3, 2010
Upon motion by Ms. Simonelli, seconded by Dr. Hunt, it was unanimously

VOTED:  To approve the minutes of June 3, 2010.


B.

Minutes of Special Meeting of June 9, 2010

Top of page 2 should read:  The Board discussed charging $20 per student to participate in intra-murals.

First paragraph on page 3: change assistance to assistant.  





Half-way on page 3:  Money from supplies and textbooks was increased.




Upon motion by Mr. Schultz, seconded by Ms. Simonelli, it was unanimously





VOTED:  To approve the minutes of June 9, as amended.

V.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


None

VI.    COMMUNICATIONS

None

VII.  
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT


A.

Financials
None


B.        Personnel 



      1.  Retirements (effective the end of the 2009-2010 school year)





   a.
James Slattery, Middle School Principal since July 1, 2004
Upon motion by Ms. Bilodeau, seconded by Ms. Simonelli, it was unanimously

VOTED:  To accept the retirement of James Slattery.




     2.
   Resignation (effective the end of the 2009-2010 school year)





     a.
Christine Tedisky, High School Science Teacher since August 24, 2001

Upon motion by Ms. Willingham, seconded by Ms. Bilodeau, it was unanimously 

VOTED:  To accept the resignation of Christine Tedisky.




     3.     Appointments






    a.  Fall, Winter, and Spring Athletic Coaches (attached)






         Ms. Willingham said it is not fair that some coaches get many 





         stipends.  Mr. Howes said that the positions are posted.  After three 

                                 years of successful coaching, the coach becomes tenure.





         Mr. Raber moved, and Ms. Simonelli seconded, a 






         MOTION:  To appoint the coaches as recommended.







Voting for the motion:  Bilodeau, Hunt, Raber, Schultz, Simonelli, Stanley







Opposing:  Willingham







The motion was passed.


C.

Information (**Consent Agenda per BP #9325.21)




1.  Middle School Wildcat Weekly





2.  Broad Brook School Parent Bulletin








3.  Regular Board of Education Meeting – Thur., June 17 in N-4





4.  High School Graduation – Fri., June 18, 6:00 p.m., EWHS




5.  Graduate and Celebrate’s Safe Graduation Party – Fri., June 18, 9:30 p.m.






  to 5:00 a.m. at EWHS




6.  Superintendent’s Evaluation Meeting – Tues., June 22, 6:30 p.m., N-4




7.  Thurs., June 24 - Board Meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. in N-4




8.  Board of Education Retreat – Thursday, June 24, immediately




       following regular Board of Education Meeting (N-4)





9.  Enrollment Report




10.
Mobility Report 





Mr. Schultz asked if there was anymore information from the state regarding






transiency.  Mr. Howes answered that there is no new information.  






Upon motion by Ms. Simonelli, seconded by Ms. Bilodeau, it was unanimously






VOTED:  To accept the consent agenda as presented.

D.

Information (for discussion) 




1.  Introduction of Personnel Who Are Retiring at the End of the School Year:






Barbara Gilson, 42 years of service to the East Windsor Public Schools; 






Mike Harrigan, 42 years; Millie Hildebrand, 33 years; Carol Larsen, 27 years; 






Gail Rusiecki, 42 years; Jim Slattery, 6 years; Tom Tierney, 38 years; 





Mr. Harrigan, Ms. Hildebrand, Ms. Larsen, Mr. Slattery and Mr. Tierney were in attendance.  





2.
Curriculum Update – Parisi





Upon motion by Ms. Simonelli, seconded by Mr. Raber, it was unanimously






VOTED:  To table this item to a future meeting.




3.
Community Conversation Update 





Mr. Howes reported that the last Community Conversation was very successful.  Some of the subgroups will meet over the summer and the entire committee is scheduled to meet on August 16.




4.
School Strategic Plan 
Mr. Howes presented the district’s 3-year strategic plan, which combines strategic 

and technology plans.  Strategic plan goals include raising student achievement; 

developing a formative monitoring system for student achievement.  The technology

plan goals are to improve student academic achievement through the use of

 technology and to project future costs for maintaining our technological 

infrastructure and plan accordingly to meet fiscal needs.

Accomplishments are:  

· Raising student achievement—PLCs established and ongoing; Curriculum revisions are ongoing; leadership team is becoming CALI certified and is bringing knowledge back to the district.

· Formative monitoring system for student learning—data has been collected and benchmarked; PLC teams are being trained in benchmark assessment practices

· Systems of intervention—district-wide leadership team has been formed and will train staff in SRBI expectations; interventions are monitored on an ongoing basis and evaluated every 4-6 weeks.

· Communication—Core beliefs have been articulated and are undergoing final evaluation process; Community Conversations initiative begun.

· Highly qualified teachers—Common hiring criteria developed and implemented; Teacher-leaders provide on-site professional development to faculty and staff; Teacher evaluations to align to CT’s Common Core of Teaching and other state guidelines for teaching

· Closing the Achievement Gap—Professional development time will center on using differentiated instruction for classroom success






The plan is a working document and revisions may be made at any time.




5.
Middle School After-School Program and Intramurals 
Mr. Slattery was very enthusiastic about the after-school program and intra-

murals at the Middle School.  28 activities were scheduled and 264 students

participated.  Abby Wrinn coordinated the program.   

Mr. Slattery reported that, through a grant from the Family Resource
Center, the middle school was given $10,000.  Available clubs during the year were
homework; Karma; art; book; guitar.  In April the FRC came up with another 
funding opportunity for after school enrichment clubs at the middle school, which 
included the aviators club, food services, and film school.  Buses were available
until 5:00 p.m.  Mr. Slattery hopes the programs will expand next year.  He also

talked about the PASS program, Read 180 and other successful programs available 
to help students. 





6.  Special English Class at the High School Update 
Ms. Willingham asked Mr. O’Reilly how many children from the special optional 

English Class did not graduate?  Only one did not meet graduation requirements, 
but it was not due to English.  Every student who participated paid the $200 tuition.




7.
Non-Certified Negotiations Participation 
Ms. Willingham told Board members that they should read the union contracts 

before going into negotiations.
                     8.  High School Move toward A/B Rotation 



   Mr. O’Reilly and Ms. Thomas talked about the piloted A/B schedule at the high

   school on May 18 and May 19.  The high school faculty was surveyed and almost 

   all the comments were favorable.  They both believe that it will allow teachers and
   students to go deeper in instruction.  Students liked it because they could 
   participate more in class instead of feeling rushed.

   Upon motion by Ms. Willingham, seconded by Ms. Bilodeau, it was unanimously

    VOTED:  To approve the new A/B scheduled for the high school as presented.

VIII.    UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
           A.  Final Version of the 2010-2011 Operating Budget 
     Mr. Raber asked for a pie chart that shows special education expenses.

     Mr. Howes presented the final version of the 2010-2011 school budget.

IX.      NEW BUSINESS
           A.  Recommendation to Reappoint Non-Tenured Certified Personnel for

                 the 2010-2011 School Year 

     Mr. Howes recommended renewing the contracts of the following non-tenured certified 
     personnel for the 2010-2011 school year:

Kathleen Balma

Stacie Bolan

Joelle Burgess

Whitney Butler

Yvette Chevalier

Lee Currey

Erin Edwards

Jason Flynn

Nick Gelbar

Pam Goodall

Scott Kaplan

Marika Kraus

Lauren Kukucka

Rebecca Kwasnik

Eleisha LeMay

Casey LaPlante

Emily Marchinkoski

Colleen Marren

Patricia Meltser

Jeffrey Moore

Mike Mosher

Liam O’Reilly

Irene Parisi

Justin Piwonski

Nathan Reynolds

Sandra Rich

Sharon Richters

Lynn Rookey

Elaine Shapiro

Cae Volpintesta

Dan Ward

Abigail Wrinn

Michelle Wylie

Manuela Young
Upon motion by Ms. Simonelii, seconded by Dr. Hunt, it was unanimously

VOTED: To renew the teaching contracts of the following, and that the superintendent be directed to communicate this action of the Board, in writing, to

Kathleen Balma

Stacie Bolan

Joelle Burgess

Whitney Butler

Yvette Chevalier

Lee Currey

Erin Edwards

Jason Flynn

Nick Gelbar

Pam Goodall

Scott Kaplan

Marika Kraus

Lauren Kukucka

Rebecca Kwasnik

Eleisha LeMay

Casey LaPlante

Emily Marchinkoski

Colleen Marren

Patricia Meltser

Jeffrey Moore

Mike Mosher

Liam O’Reilly

Irene Parisi

Justin Piwonski

Nathan Reynolds

Sandra Rich

Sharon Richters

Lynn Rookey

Elaine Shapiro

Cae Volpintesta

Dan Ward

Abigail Wrinn

Michelle Wylie

Manuela Young
and that the Superintendent of Schools be authorized to respond on behalf of the Board of Education to any requests which may be forthcoming from those teachers or his/her representative pursuant to applicable provisions of Connecticut General Statutes 10-151. 

X.
 BOARD POLICY REVIEW 
           Mr. Howes said that CABE is in the process of updating all of the Board’s policies and that 



maybe what we currently have on our website should be removed for now. 

XI.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION* (second opportunity to make comments)


None
XII.

LIAISON’S REPORT 

Ms. Simonelli reported that she attended the Board of Selectmen’s meeting.  Mr. Burnham did not want to discuss the comment he made about the school budget.  He asked people in the audience to attend the open public forum on July 14.  The forum will start at 7:00 p.m. at Mill Pond Apartments.  Ms. Simonelli asked if we could send this info to parents.
XIII.     REQUESTS FOR DATA FROM THE BOARD
            Ms. Willingham commented that the Board Policy on graduation requirements must be

            updated.

XIV.
MISCELLANEOUS

Mr. Pica-Sneeden said that 8th grade graduation was awesome and that the students


behaved beautifully.

Ms. Willingham told the Board that the IT contract expires at the end of June.  She suggested using interns from area colleges.  Mr. Howes said that we have used interns before and they are not always reliable and it takes time to train them.  This is something the superintendent will take care of.

XV.     ANTICIPATED EXECUTIVE SESSION

           Mr. Howes requested an executive session regarding:
           A.   Discussion and Recommendation re Personnel Matter

           B.   Discussion re Strategy and Negotiations with the Certified and Administrator Contracts
           C.   Discussion re Student Matter
                  Dr. Hunt and Ms. Stanley left before the end of the executive session.

Upon motion by Mr. Raber, seconded by Ms. Bilodeau, it was unanimously


VOTED:  To go into executive session at 9:10 P.M.


The Board left executive session at 10:12 p.m.

XVI.
ADJOURNMENT
Upon motion by Mr. Raber, seconded by Ms.Simonelli, it was unanimously

VOTED:  To adjourn at 10:12 p.m.









