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EAST WINDSOR BOARD OF EDUCATION          
EAST WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT

The East Windsor Public Schools provide a climate that inspires the school community to achieve their full potential through continuous improvement, mutual trust and respect. A rigorous curriculum, taught by outstanding educators, motivates students to acquire fundamental, critical thinking, and problem solving skills necessary to become life-long learners and productive members of a global and diverse society.

MINUTES OF DECEMBER 6, 2007
I.
TIME AND PLACE OF MEETING


Chairman Pica-Sneeden called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.
II.
ATTENDANCE

Present:  Chairman Pica-Sneeden, Vice Chair Rajala, Secretary Holigan and Board members Hunt, Kubick, Raber, Signor, Stanley and Willingham; Superintendent of Schools Howes and Recording Secretary Nolan.
OUT OF ORDER
Upon motion by Mr. Signor, seconded by Ms. Rajala, it was unanimously

VOTED:  To go out of order to take up Agenda Item VIII.D.2., Outstanding Students for the First Quarter.

The students--Alexavier Estrada, Grade 11; Amanda Bowker, Grade 8; Roderick Joslin, Grade 4, were introduced to the Board of Education.

RETURN TO AGENDA

III.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS


Mr. Howes assumed the chair and asked for nominations for Chair.


Ms. Holigan nominated John Pica-Sneeden for Chair.


Mr. Raber nominated JoAnn Kubick for Chair.


The nominations were closed.
The Board voted by paper ballot.  The vote was 5 for Pica-Sneeden; 3 for Kubick; one abstention.


Mr. Pica-Sneeden assumed the Chair and asked for nominations for Vice Chair.


Ms. Kubick nominated William Raber for Vice Chair.

Ms. Holigan nominated Judith Rajala for Vice Chair.  


The nominations were closed.


The Board voted by paper ballot.  The vote was 5 for Rajala; 4 for Raber.


Ms. Rajala assumed the seat for Vice Chair.


Mr. Pica-Sneeden asked for nominations for Secretary.


Ms. Rajala nominated Leslie Hunt for Secretary.


Ms. Kubick nominated Terri Willingham for Secretary.


The nominations were closed.


The Board voted by paper ballot.  The vote was 5 for Hunt; 4 for Willingham.


Dr. Hunt assumed the seat for Secretary.

IV.
ADDED AGENDA ITEMS 

None

V.
PREVIOUS MINUTES


A.
Minutes of Regular Meeting of November 15, 2007



Ms. Rajala moved, and Ms. Holigan seconded, a




MOTION:  To approve the minutes of November 15, 2007




Voting for the motion:  Hunt, Holigan, Kubick, Raber, Rajala, Willingham



Abstaining:  Signor and Stanley




The motion passed.

VI.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


Marie DeSousa asked about the status of girls’ basketball for next year.
VII.       COMMUNICATIONS



None

VIII.  
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT



A.
Financial



 

1.
Payment of Bills, Register #40 





Upon motion by Ms. Rajala, seconded by Mr. Signor, it was unanimously






VOTED:  To pay bills amounting to $118,526.82.



B.
Personnel






None


C.
Information (**Consent Agenda per BP #9325.21)




1.
Broad Brook School Parent Bulletin




2.
Middle School Wildcat Weekly





3.
First Quarter Honor Roll





Upon motion by Ms. Rajala, seconded by Ms. Holigan, it was unanimously






VOTED:  To accept the consent agenda as presented.




D.
Information (for possible discussion) 


        1.  Comments re Previous Board Meeting’s Public Participation (if applicable)



None



2.
Outstanding Students - First Quarter



Alexavier Estrada, Grade 11




Amanda Bowker, Grade 8




Roderick Joslin, Grade 4


3.
Professional Development Update:  Ms. Dugas  


Curriculum Director Diane Dugas reported on past and future professional development and how the district has shifted its focus from teaching to learning.  She informed the Board that the district is increasing data driven decision making and building teaming skills.


4.  Proposed Workshop (with Nick Caruso) Date:  Thursday, Feb. 28



   The workshop will be held in the Superintendent’s Office.

IX.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS


None

X.
NEW BUSINESS

A.
Proposal for John Kehoe to Inspect School Playgrounds



Mr. Kehoe, who is a town resident and a licensed grounds inspector in Hartford, 
volunteered to inspect the Broad Brook School and Middle School playgrounds every month for one year.  He also volunteered to train school staff members to inspect the playgrounds.  All of this is at no cost the district



Upon motion by Mr. Raber, seconded by Ms. Rajala, it was unanimously

VOTED:  To accept Mr. Kehoe’s offer to inspect the playgrounds and train staff members to inspect the playgrounds at Broad Brook and EW Middle schools.


B.
Request Approval for 8th Grade Trip to Washington, DC 
Middle School teacher Robert Lengyel asked for authorization for the proposed trip from June 4-6, 2008. The cost for the trip is approximately $375 per student.
Upon motion by Mr. Raber, seconded by Ms. Willingham, it was unanimously



VOTED:  To approve the 8th grade trip as presented.


C.
Proposed District Job Descriptions


The job descriptions were presented to the Board to review.  This item will be on the January 3rd Board agenda.


D.
Proposed Revisions to BP 1330, Use of School Facilities



There were no suggestions for changes to the policy.  This item will be on the January 3rd Board agenda.


E.
Proposed Revision to BP 3541, Transportation



There were no suggestions for changes to the policy.  This item will be on the January 3rd Board agenda.


F.
Proposed Revision to BP 3541.5, Transportation Complaints



There were no suggestions for changes to the policy.  This item will be on the January 3rd Board agenda.


G.
Board Members’ Individual Functions List for 2008

Board members volunteered to serve on the following committees.

Athletic Council:  Raber


Board Policy Review Committee:  Hunt, Raber, Signor, Willingham


Capitol Region Education Council:   Pica-Sneeden


Community Partnership for Education:  Holigan, Kubick

Conn. Association of Boards of Education:  Pica-Sneeden

Cox Cable Advisory Council:  
Education Foundation:  Pica-Sneeden








Finance Committee:  Raber, Rajala, Signor



Future School Facilities Study Committee:  Hunt, Raber, Rajala, Willingham


Metropolitan Learning Center Governance Committee:  Pica-Sneeden


Pension Board:  Pica-Sneeden


Shared Services Committee:  Pica-Sneeden, Raber

Superintendent's Evaluation:  Executive Committee


Sylvester-McKinley Fund Committee:  Hunt, Willingham (alternate)


Teacher of the Year:  Pica-Sneeden





Technology Committee:  Rajala, Signor

H.
Request for Paraprofessionals for In-School Suspension and PASS Programs



Mr. Chambers asked for a teacher assistant for the In-School Suspension program at the high school.  He answered questions from the Board.



Mr. Slattery asked for a tutor for the PASS Program.  He answered questions from the Board.


A lengthy discussion followed concerning the cost for hiring new staff for the programs. 



Upon motion by Mr. Signor, seconded by Mr. Raber, it was unanimously



VOTED:  To hire a tutor for the PASS program at the Middle School for the remainder of this school year.



Upon motion by Ms. Kubick, seconded by Mr. Raber, it was unanimously



VOTED:  To hire a teacher assistant for the In-School Suspension program at the High School for the remainder of the year.



The Board would like a follow-up report in February.


I.
Recommendation to Cancel December 20th Board Meeting


Upon motion by Ms. Holigan, seconded by Ms. Rajala, it was unanimously



VOTED:  To cancel the December 20th Board meeting.

XI.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION* (second opportunity to make comments)

Selectman Gilbert Hayes mentioned that Social Studies Teacher Michael Harrigan and several students worked at the town election polls and that they had good attitudes.
High School Student Nicole DeSousa said that sometimes there are too many field trips in one week.

XII.
REQUESTS FOR DATA FROM THE BOARD

A.
Ms. Holigan asked if the Education Foundation might make a donation towards the 8th grade trip to Washington.

XIII.
MISCELLANEOUS
XIV.
ANTICIPATED EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. Howes requested an executive session for the purpose of discussing with the Board


the status of Negotiations with Administrators’ Association; Status of Arbitration with 

Teachers’ Association; Student Matters

Upon motion by Ms. Rajala, seconded by Ms. Stanley, it was unanimously

VOTED:  To go into executive session at 9:20 p.m.

Ms. Nolan left the meeting.

The Board left executive session at 9:45 p.m.

XV.
ADJOURNMENT


Upon motion by Ms. Holigan, seconded by Ms. Rajala, it was unanimously


VOTED:  To adjourn at 9:46 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Leslie Hunt

Secretary


