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EAST WINDSOR BOARD OF EDUCATION          
EAST WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT

The East Windsor Public Schools provide a climate that inspires the school community to achieve their full potential through continuous improvement, mutual trust and respect. A rigorous curriculum, taught by outstanding educators, motivates students to acquire fundamental, critical thinking, and problem solving skills necessary to become life-long learners and productive members of a global and diverse society.

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 13, 2007
I.
TIME AND PLACE OF MEETING

Chairman Pica-Sneeden called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in Room N-4, East Windsor High School.
II.
ATTENDANCE

Present:  Chairman Pica-Sneeden, Vice Chair Rajala, Secretary Holigan, members Guiliano, Hunt, Raber and Willingham, Superintendent of Schools Howes and Recording Secretary Nolan.  Absent:  Members Kubick and Signor

III.
ADDED AGENDA ITEMS

None 

IV.
PREVIOUS MINUTES


A.
Minutes of Regular Meeting of August 30, 2007


Ms. Rajala moved, and Ms. Holigan seconded, a


MOTION:  To approve the minutes of August 30, 2007.



Voting for the motion:  Holigan, Hunt, Raber, Rajala, Willingham. Abstaining:  Guiliano



The motion passed.

V.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


None


VI.     COMMUNICATIONS


None

VII.  
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT



A.
Financial:  Howes



 

1.
Payment of Bills, Register #14





Upon motion by Mr. Raber, seconded by Ms. Rajala, it was unanimously






VOTED:  To pay bills in the amount of $250,110.18.



 B.
Personnel




1.
Appointments






a.
Adrienne Grosse, Grade 5 Team Leader







The Board had taken action on this item on August 30, 2007.






b.
Margaret Zagorski, Grades 5-8 Academic Leader







Upon motion by Ms. Holigan, seconded by Ms. Guiliano, it was 







unanimously







VOTED:  To appoint Margaret Zagorski to the position.






c.
Michael Mosher, Long Term Substitute, subbing for 

High School Science Teacher Christine Tedisky, effective 
September 5, 2007 through April 7, 2008







Upon motion by Ms. Holigan, seconded by Ms. Guiliano, it was 







unanimously







VOTED:  To appoint Michael Mosher to the position.






d.
Julie Lech, Middle School Special Education Paraprofessional,







replacing April Hagler







The Board was made aware of the appointment.






e.
Robert Pozzi, Middle School Special Education Paraprofessional,







replacing Rayvonne Johnson






The Board was made aware of the appointment.






f.
Lori Gibbs, Broad Brook School Library Para, replacing Brenda  Ramsay






The Board was made aware of the appointment.


C.
Information (**Consent Agenda per BP #9325.21)



1.
Enrollment 




2.
Broad Brook Parent Bulletin




3.
Middle School Wildcat Weekly




4.
Hartford Courant Article re New Superintendent




5.
JI Article re Ashley O’Brien




6.
Athletic Handbook




Upon motion by Ms. Rajala, seconded by Ms. Holigan, it was unanimously



VOTED:  To accept the consent agenda as presented.


D.
Information (for possible discussion) 


   1.     
Comments re Previous Board Meeting’s Public Participation (if applicable)
   2.
CAPT and CMT Results:  Dugas

Director of Curriculum Diane Dugas reported on the CMT and CAPT results.  

She informed the Board of the 2007 benchmarks and explained the different subgroups, which consist of 40 or more students in that group.  They are English Language Learners; Students with Disabilities; Race:  Black, Hispanic, White; and Free and Reduced Lunch Students.  

The CMT is administered to all grades, 3-8.  Students as a whole improved in reading in grades 3, 5, 7 and 8.  In writing students in grades 3, 5, 6, 7 and 8 either stayed the same or improved.  In math students stayed the same or improved in grades 4, 5, 6 and 8.  She said that she was happy to see the improvement, but would like to see larger increases in scores.
Ms. Dugas reported that males are scoring higher in math than females; females are scoring higher in writing than males.  She said that predominantly, students on free and reduced lunch are scoring 10% to 40 % lower than students not on free and reduced lunch, with the largest gap in reading.  She added that African American students are performing 10% 2o 25% lower that white students and special needs students are scoring significantly lower than non-special needs students.  These problems are nationwide.  Ms. Willingham asked how  transient students did on the test.  
Ms. Dugas reported that Broad Brook School was considered a Safe Harbor.  Safe Harbor provides an alternative means for showing progress.  The Middle School is in need of improvement due to not meeting Annual Yearly Progress in the following subgroups:  Black, Students with Disabilities, and Economically Disadvantaged.  
In the 10th grade CAPT test, the East Windsor High School achieved AYP. Students performed above the state average in Reading across the Disciplines, Writing Across the Disciplines and Math.  Ms. Dugas stated that the high school does not have 40 students in the subgroups.  

Ms. Dugas said that although three subgroups--special needs, blacks and economically disadvantaged--have identified weaknesses as evidenced on the CMT, when the testing results of all three schools are combined and calculated by the state, East Windsor meets Annual Yearly Progress as a district.

Although there are several strategies in force to increase scores in 2008, Ms. Dugas reported that the benchmarks will also increase.  She thanked the Board for its support of new initiatives.
VIII.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

None

IX.
NEW BUSINESS
Mr. Howes introduced high school student representatives Kristin Waltiere and Nichole DeSousa.

X.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (second opportunity to make comments)


Bill Schultz asked when the budget process begins.
XI.
REQUESTS FOR DATA FROM THE BOARD

A.
Drop out rate for 2007

B.
NEASC Accreditation Update
XII.
MISCELLANEOUS

A.
Ms. Rajala commented that speaking with the new social studies teachers, they indicated that one of the reasons they decided to teach in East Windsor was due to the energy of the superintendent and administration.

XIII.
ANTICIPATED EXECUTIVE SESSION


None
XIV.
ADJOURNMENT


Upon motion by Ms. Rajala, seconded by Ms. Holigan, it was unanimously


VOTED:  To adjourn at 8:40 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Holigan, Secretary
