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EAST WINDSOR BOARD OF EDUCATION          
EAST WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT

The East Windsor Public Schools provide a climate that inspires the school community to achieve their full potential through continuous improvement, mutual trust and respect. A rigorous curriculum, taught by outstanding educators, motivates students to acquire fundamental, critical thinking, and problem solving skills necessary to become life-long learners and productive members of a global and diverse society.

MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 7, 2008
I.
TIME AND PLACE OF MEETING


Chairman Pica-Sneeden called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in room N-4, East 
Windsor High School.
II.
ATTENDANCE


Present:  Chairman Pica-Sneeden, Vice Chair Rajala, Secretary Hunt, Board Members Raber, 
Signor, Stanley and Willingham, Superintendent of Schools Howes and Recording Secretary 
Nolan.  Absent:  Holigan

III.
ADDED AGENDA ITEMS 



Upon motion by Ms. Rajala, seconded by Mr. Signor, it was unanimously



VOTED:  To accept the added agenda items.

IV.
PREVIOUS MINUTES


A.
Minutes of Regular Meeting of January 17, 2008



Ms. Willingham was not at the January 17th meeting.




Ms. Rajala moved, and Mr. Raber seconded a



MOTION:  To approve the minutes of January 17, 2008, as amended.




Voting for the motion:  Raber, Rajala, Signor, Stanley



Abstaining:  Hunt, Willingham




The motion passed.


B.
Minutes of Budget Workshop of January 19, 2008




Upon motion by Mr. Raber, seconded by Ms. Stanley, it was unanimously




VOTED:  To approve the minutes of January 19, 2008.

OUT OF ORDER

Upon motion by Dr. Hunt, seconded by Ms. Rajala, it was unanimously

VOTED:  To go out of order to take up agenda item VII.D.2., Outstanding Student Award Winners and agenda item IX.A., Appointment of Bill Schultz to the Board of Education.

The Board was introduced to Giovanni Soucy, Gr. 4; Aaron Civale, Gr. 7; Tarah Halloran, Gr. 12.

Upon motion by Ms. Rajala, seconded by Mr. Raber, it was unanimously

VOTED:  To approve the appointment of Bill Schultz.

Mr. Schultz will be sworn in and he will become an active member of the Board of Education at the meeting of February 21.

RETURN TO AGENDA

V.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Town resident Kathy Pippin said that she employs a number of young women at her 
business.  She express her disappointment that she has not been able to find many who can 
use the equipment in her business or even set up a regular block letter.  She stated that this 
has been going on for years and wants to know what changes could be made to help prepare 
East Windsor's young people to go to work in an office.
VI.    COMMUNICATIONS


None
VII.  
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT



A.
Financial



 

1.
Payment of Bills, Register #60





Upon motion by Mr. Raber, seconded by Ms. Rajala, it was unanimously






VOTED:  To pay bills amounting to $237,928.74



 B.
Personnel





1.
Appointment





a.
Marcy Steiner, Middle School Special Education Para,






effective January 22, 2008







The Board was made aware of the appointment of Marcy Steiner.






b.
Appointment of Spring Coaches







The Board was made aware of the appointment of spring coaches.





2.
Leave of Absence






a.
Rebecca Kwasnik, Speech and Language Clinician since September, 2002,







Childbearing and Child Rearing Leave effective April 28, 2008 through 







June 30, 2008







Upon motion by Dr. Hunt, seconded by Ms. Rajala, it was unanimously







VOTED:  To grant the childbearing and child rearing leave as requested.



C.
Information (**Consent Agenda per BP #9325.21)




1.
Middle School Wildcat Weekly




2.
Broad Brook Parent Newsletter





3.
High School Honor Roll





4.
Enrollment Report - February 1





5.
Transiency Report - January





6.
Reminder Article re Marc Novak's NHS Project





7.
Reminder Photo of East Windsor High School Students at Model Congress






Upon motion by Ms. Rajala, seconded by Mr. Raber, it was unanimously






VOTED:  To accept the consent agenda as presented.



D.
Information (for discussion) 


   
1.     
Comments re Previous Board Meeting’s Public Participation (if applicable)




None



2.

Outstanding Students of the Second Quarter:  Giovanni Soucy, Gr. 4;





Aaron Civale, Gr. 7; Tarah Halloran, Gr. 12



3.

Report on High School Science Department:  Ms. Tedisky





High School Science Department Chair Christine Tedisky reported on the 




status of the science program.  Ms. Tedisky reported on the team's SMART 



goal, which is East Windsor High School's 9th and 10th graders will, by 




the end of the 2007-08 school year, increase their performances on Common 





Formative Assessments in Science on a unit by unit basis as measured by the 



Pre-CAPT for 9th graders and CAPT for 10th graders.  She explained what 



students need to know to achieve the SMART goal.  A question and answer 



period followed.




Mr. Signor entered the meeting.



4.

Report on High School Guidance Department:  Ms. Orefice




High School Guidance Department Chair Sharon Orefice reported on the 




department's goals and gave an overview of what the guidance department 



does at each grade level.  A question and answer period followed.

5.
Report on Literacy Summit:  Ms. Dugas


Ms. Dugas reported on the Literacy Summit, where Commissioner McQuillan 

brought together educational leaders and other experts from around the state 

to help give direction in reading. 

6.
Report on High School Reform:  Ms. Dugas & Mr. Chambers

Ms. Dugas and Mr. Chambers reported on the steps the state is taking to 


improve the high school experience for students and raise standards of 


performance.  She explained that the charge of the Ad Hoc Committee for 

Secondary School Redesign is to develop recommendations leading to 


legislation that will improve Connecticut's high school graduation rate and 


prepare graduates for successful entry into college or the work place.
VIII.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS


A.
Proposed 2008-2009 School Budget


A discussion was held concerning whether to include any, all or none of the proposed initiatives in the budget that goes to the Board of Finance.



A discussion was held concerning the hiring of paraprofessionals at the high school to free up teachers so that they can meet with students or collaborate with other teachers.  Dr. Hunt recommended increasing the proposed .4 art teacher to .5. 



Dr. Hunt moved, and Mr. Raber seconded a



MOTION:  To approve all of the initiatives in the total budget package and increase the art teacher to .5.



Voting for the motion:  Hunt, Raber, Rajala, Signor, Stanley



Opposing:  Willingham



The motion passed.
IX.
NEW BUSINESS


A.
Proposed Appointment of William Schultz to Fill Vacancy on the Board of Education





Left by the Resignation of JoAnn Kubick (through 11/17/09)


B.
Recommendation to Cancel February 21 Board Meeting





The Board, by consensus, agreed to have the meeting.
X.
  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

  Marie DeSousa thanked the Board for appointing Bill Schultz to the Board of Education.
XI.
REQUESTS FOR DATA FROM THE BOARD

None

XII.
MISCELLANEOUS

A.
Mr. Pica-Sneeden asked if anyone wanted to attend the CABE Legislative Breakfast 

on February 8.

XIII.
REQUEST EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. Howes requested an executive session for the purpose of discussing the status of EWAA negotiations and the status of the EWEA negotiations.

Upon motion by Mr. Raber, seconded by Mr. Signor, it was unanimously

VOTED:  To go into executive session at 9:30 p.m.

Ms. Nolan left the meeting.

The Board left executive session at 9:41 p.m.

Upon motion by Ms. Rajala, seconded by Mr. Signor, it was unanimously

VOTED:  To approve the Administrators' Contract.

XIV.
ADJOURNMENT


Upon motion by Ms. Rajala, seconded by Mr. Signor, it was unanimously


VOTED:  To adjourn at 9:43 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Leslie Jane Hunt

Secretary

