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EAST WINDSOR BOARD OF EDUCATION

EAST WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT

The East Windsor Public Schools provide a climate that inspires the school community to achieve their full potential through continuous improvement, mutual trust and respect. A rigorous curriculum, taught by outstanding educators, motivates students to acquire fundamental, critical thinking, and problem solving skills necessary to become life-long learners and productive members of a global and diverse society.

MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING OF MAY 20, 2010

I.
TIME AND PLACE OF MEETING


Chairman Pica-Sneeden called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in room N-4, East Windsor


High School.

II.
ATTENDANCE

Present:  Chairman Pica-Sneeden, Vice Chair Raber, Secretary Hunt, Members Bilodeau, Schultz, Simonelli, Stanley, Willingham, Superintendent of Schools Howes and Recording Secretary Nolan.  Absent:  Board Member Rajala

III.
ADDED AGENDA ITEMS 

Upon motion by Mr. Raber, seconded by Ms. Simonelli, it was unanimously

VOTED:  To accept the added agenda item.

IV.
PREVIOUS MINUTES


 A.

Minutes of Special Meeting of April 28, 2010

Upon motion by Dr. Hunt, seconded by Ms. Bilodeau, it was unanimously

VOTED:  To approve the minutes of April 28, 2010, as presented.



B.

Minutes of Regular Meeting of May 6, 2010

Ms. Simonelli requested that the highlighted NEASC recommendations be included in the minutes of May 6.  

Mr. Howes stated that he would present a Future School Facilities report in June.

Ms. Stanley asked to clarify how many students registered and how many actually attend the special English class for students who would not graduate without it. 

Upon motion by Dr. Hunt, seconded by Ms. Simonelli, it was unanimously

VOTED:  To approve the minutes of May 6, 2010, as amended.

V.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION*


None

VI.    COMMUNICATIONS


None

VII.  
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT


A.

Financials





1.
Cafeteria Account

Mr. Howes reported a year-to-date profit of $1,205.92.  He reported that the Broad   Brook School cafeteria’s freezer broke last month and they lost some food.


B.        Personnel 




      1.  Retirements (effective the end of the 2009-2010 school year)






   a.
Mike Harrigan, High School Social Studies Teacher, employed since 







September 1, 1968





    b.
Millie Hildebrand, District Nurse Supervisor, employed since 






September 6, 1977





    c.
Carol Larsen, Guidance Department Admin. Assist., employed since






August 26, 1983, effective July 2, 2010






  d.
Gail Rusiecki, Broad Brook Art Teacher, employed since 







September 1, 1968

                          e.
Tom Tierney, Middle School Computer Tech Teacher, employed since







September 1, 1972

Ms. Willingham asked if Mr. Harrigan was still organizing the trip to Italy over the summer.  Mr. Howes answered “yes”.

Upon motion by Dr. Hunt, seconded by Ms. Simonelli, it was unanimously

VOTED:  To accept the retirements of a. through e. above.





2.  Resignation (effective the end of the 2009-2010 school year)






   a.
Julie Lech, Middle School Teacher Aide since September 1, 2009








The Board was made aware of the resignation of Julie Lech.
      


C.

Information (**Consent Agenda per BP #9325.21)





1.  Middle School Wildcat Weekly





2.  Broad Brook School Parent Bulletin






3.  Mr. East Windsor – Thurs., May 27, 7:00 p.m. at EWHS Auditorium





4.  Second Referendum – Tues., May 25, 12 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.





5.  Public Budget Hearing – Wed., May 26, 6:00 p.m. at EWHS Cafeteria





6.  Invitation to Retirement Dinner, Thur., May 27, 6:00 p.m. at LaNotte





7.  Third Referendum, if necessary – Tues., June 8, 12 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.





8.  Volunteer Reception - Monday, June 14, 6:30 p.m. at EWHS Cafeteria





9.   Eighth Grade Graduation – Wed., June 16, at EWHS





10.  Regular Board of Education Meeting – Thur., June 17 in N-4





11.  High School Graduation – Fri., June 18, 6:00 p.m., EWHS





12.  Thurs., June 24, Board Meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. in N-4





13.  Board of Education Retreat – Thursday, June 24, immediately





       following regular Board of Education Meeting (N-4)





14.  Enrollment Report





15.  East Windsor High School Newsletter





16.  American School Board Journal






    Mr. Schultz asked to move #14, Enrollment to “Information for Discussion.”






     Upon motion by Mr. Schultz, seconded by Mr. Raber, it was unanimously






VOTED:  To move VII.C.14 to VII.D.6. as requested.






     There will be a regular Board meeting on June 3, 2010.


D.

Information (for discussion) 





1.
Spanish Club Report 

Ms. Thomas reported on the high school Spanish Club. She explained that it is a cultural extension of the classroom and that students do not have to take Spanish to be part of the club.  The Club has recently received a grant through the East Windsor Education Foundation.  The grant is for $1063.90 and will be used to purchase the materials needed to complete the papel picado (paper cutting) project.  





2.
National Honor Society Update 

Ms. Currey reported that there are 20 students in NHS.  Over the year they have run fundraisers and tutored other students of all ages and subjects.  Each student 

must complete a service project.





3
Adult Education Report 

Mr. Paradise reported on the Vernon and East Windsor adult education programs.

There was talk about using the Connecticut Children’s Place gym for some of the adult education exercise classes.





4.
SADD Report 

Mr. Butler, Shanel Kendrick and Micah Barber-Smith reported on the Students Against Destructive Decisions Club, which has 35 to 40 members.





5.
Curriculum Update 

Ms. Parisi reported on Curricuplan-Curriculum Mapper.  The mapping process will continue through the summer.  She touched on the final professional development day, which was very successful.  There will be a reception for all Teacher of the Year nominees on June 3, 6:00-7:00 p.m., in the media center courtyard.  Ms. Parisi stated that there is a summer reading program, which will be kicked off at Barnes and Noble on Wednesday, May 26.





6.
Enrollment

There will be more discussion regarding student mobility at a June meeting.  Board members expressed concern as to what the school district can do to assist new families in town. 













VIII.    UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

           None

IX.      NEW BUSINESS

            A.  Recommendation re Race to the Top Memo of Understanding 

     Superintendent Howes reported on the second phase of Race to the Top.  He said that

     East Windsor schools are right in line with the criteria needed to get the grant.  East 

     Windsor schools could get as much as $279,454 over four years.

                 Upon motion by Mr. Raber, seconded by Ms. Stanley, it was unanimously

                 VOTED:  To sign the memorandum of understanding to participate in the RTTT.

            B.  Recommendations re Cuts to the Proposed Board of Education Budget 

                  The Board of Finance cut $510,834 from the schools’ budget.  If the budget doesn’t pass

in the May 25 referendum, we could face another million dollar cut.  This would effect the High School accreditation.  One of NESDEC’s concerns that showed up several times in the report was the lack of sustainable funding from the town.  We rely too much on grants and many grants are not available to East Windsor because it is such a small town.  If the third referendum fails, the education department would get no more than a 2% increase.

X.
 BOARD POLICY REVIEW 


None

XI.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (second opportunity to make comments)

None

XII.

LIAISON’S REPORT 

A.  Ms. Simonelli passed out a copy of an article about the previous night’s 

     Board of Finance meeting.

XIII.     REQUESTS FOR DATA FROM THE BOARD

            None

XIV.
MISCELLANEOUS


A.
The Superintendent’s evaluation meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 22,

6:30 p.m. in room N-4, East Windsor High School.  The meeting will take place in executive session.


B.
Mr. Howes reported that the school improvement plan will be presented at the 



June 17 meeting.

XV.     ANTICIPATED EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Superintendent requested an executive session for the purpose of discussing strategy in classified and certified negotiations.

Upon motion by Ms. Simonelli, seconded by Ms. Stanley, it was unanimously

VOTED:  To go into executive session at 9:00 p.m.

The Board came out of executive session at 9:44 p.m.

XVI.
ADJOURNMENT


Upon motion by Mr. Raber, seconded by Mr. Schultz, it was unanimously


VOTED:  To adjourn at 9:44 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dr. Leslie Jane Hunt

Secretary










