High School Summer Reading Selections

Please select one of the following titles:

Poetry 

The Rose That Grew from Concrete
by Tupac Shakur

Worlds Afire

by Paul B. Janeczko

(poems about the 1944

Hartford circus fire)

Paint Me Like I Am: Teen Poems

edited by WritersCorps

Where We Are, What We See : The Best Young Artists and Writers in America

edited by David Levithan

Fiction and nonfiction 

The Secret Life of Bees

by Sue Monk Kidd

After her "stand-in mother," a bold black woman named Rosaleen, insults the three biggest racists in town, Lily Owens joins Rosaleen on a journey to Tiburon, SC. where they are taken in by three black, bee-keeping sisters. (fiction)

Marley & Me : Life And Love With the World's Worst Dog

by John Grogan

This is the true story of an exuberant Labrador retriever who gets into perpetual trouble and experiences a range of adventures, from shutting down an entire beach to guarding a seventeen-year-old neighbor after a stabbing attack. (nonfiction)

The Graveyard Book

by Neil Gaiman

After the grisly murder of his entire family, a toddler wanders into a graveyard where the ghosts and other supernatural residents agree to raise him as one of their own. (fiction)

The Heart of a Husky

by Mel Thomas 
This memoir provides an Inside look at Mel Thomas’s senior year as member of UConn women’s basketball team and their run for another national title. (nonfiction)

Three Bags Full

by Leonie Swann

In a cozy Irish village, when their beloved shepherd is found struck down by a spade, a flock of clever sheep launches its own investigation to find the killer among the odd, local village inhabitants. (fiction)

How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents

by Julia Alvarez

Forced to flee their native Caribbean island after an attempted coup, the Garcias--Carlos, Laura, and their four daughters--must learn a new way of life in the Bronx, while trying to cling to the old ways that they loved. (fiction)
A Time to Kill

by John Grisham

Jake Brigance, a small-town lawyer finds his life unexpectedly changed when he agrees to represent a father accused of murdering his young daughter's rapists. (fiction)

The Hobbit
by J. R. R. Tolkien

This tale relates the adventures of Bilbo Baggins, who embarks on a quest to reclaim stolen treasure from the dragon Smaug, along with his dwarve companions and the wizard Gandalf, and stumbles upon a Ring of Power. (fiction)

Gang Leader for a Day

by Sudhir Venkatesh

A young, ideal sociologist infiltrates a Chicago drug gang and describes his friendship with gang leader JT, and his witness to the organization's drug-selling trade. (non-fiction)  

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland

by Lewis Carroll

A little girl falls down a rabbit hole and discovers a world full of adventures with nonsensical and amusing characters.  This fantasy classic can be read on multiple levels. (fiction)

The Looking Glass Wars

by Frank Beddor

When she is cast out of Wonderland by her evil aunt Redd, young Alyss Heart finds herself living in Oxford, England, where she struggles to keep the memories of her past intact until she can return and claim her rightful throne. (fiction)
Impossible

by Nancy Werlin

Discovering that the women of her family have been cursed for centuries upon their seventeenth birthday, Lucy decides to tackle the impossible by completing the three dangerous tasks necessary to break free from the spell and rid her family of its madness once and for all.  
(fiction)

Now I Can Die in Peace

by Bill Simmons

The author of ESPN's "Sports Guy" column relates the long years leading up to the 2004 Red Sox World Series win, reexamining the events and personalities of the historic season and reflecting on the meaning to the ultimate Red Sox fan. (nonfiction)

Hammer of the Gods

by Steven Davis

This close-up of the legendary rock band candidly discusses Led Zeppelin's successes and excesses in the outrageous 1970’s world of rock 'n' roll and provides a fascinating account of their music and private lives. (nonfiction)

Th1rteen R3asons Why

by Jay Asher

When Clay Jenkins receives a box in the mail containing 13 cassette tapes recorded by his classmate Hannah, who committed suicide, he spends a bewildering and heartbreaking night crisscrossing their town, listening to Hannah's voice recounting the events leading up to her death. (fiction)

My Sister’s Keeper

by Jody Picoult

Conceived to provide a bone marrow match for her leukemia-stricken sister, teenage Kate begins to question her moral obligations and the medical procedures and decides to fight for the right to make choices about her own body. (fiction)

Catching Fire

by Suzanne Collins

By winning the annual Hunger Games, Katniss and Peeta have secured a life of safety and plenty for themselves and their families, but because they won by defying the rules, they  become the faces of an impending rebellion. (fiction)

Zoya’s Story: an Afghan Woman’s Struggle for Freedom by Zoya with John Follain and Rita Cristofari
This is the true story of a 23 -year-old member of the Revolutionary Association of the Women of Afghanistan, who witnessed the rise of the Taliban and risked her life to challenge the edicts against women in her country. (nonfiction) 

Sunrise Over Fallujah

by Walter Dean Myers

Robin Perry, from Harlem, is sent to Iraq as a member of the Army’s Civilian Affairs Battalion, and his time there profoundly changes him.

(fiction)

River

by Gary Paulsen

Because of his success surviving alone in the wilderness for 54 days (Hatchet), fifteen-year-old Brian, profoundly changed by his time in the wild, is asked to undergo a similar experience to help scientists learn more about the psychology of survival.  (fiction)

The Lost Boy

by David Pelzer 

The author continues the story of his own child abuse, and his experiences being a foster child moving in and out of five different foster homes.

(sequel to A Child Called It – (nonfiction)

Eclipse

by Stephanie Meyer

In this third installment of this vampire love saga and sequel to New Moon, Bella faces a new predicament when she must choose between her love for Edward and her friendship for Jacob that could result in a life-and-death battle between two archenemies.  (fiction)

Crank

by Ellen Hopkins

Kristina Snow is the perfect daughter, but she meets a boy who introduces her to drugs and becomes a very different person, struggling to control her life and her mind. (fiction)

Matter of Trust

by Anne E. Schraff

When Darcy Wills starts hanging out with "the zeros," a group of students at Bluford High, Brisana Meeks, Darcy's friend, quickly becomes her rival and not only taunts Darcy but tries to steal her boyfriend. (fiction)

Blood Is Thicker

by Paul Langan and D.M. Blackwell

Hakeem has a hard time adjusting when, due to his father's sickness, Hakeem and his family must move in with his uncle, especially when he has to share his room with his moody cousin Savon. (Bluford High fiction)

When the Game Was Ours

by Larry Bird, Magic Johnson and Jackie Macmullen  

Two NBA legends open up to give the definitive account of their decades-long rivalry and friendship, that transports readers to an electric era of basketball and explores Bird's struggles with chronic pain and Johnson's discovery that he had contracted HIV. (nonfiction)

Maus - a Survivor’s Tale 

by Art Spiegelman

The author-illustrator traces his father's imprisonment in a Nazi concentration camp through a series of disarming and unusual cartoons arranged to tell the story.

(nonfiction)

Chanda’s Wars

by Allan Stratton

Chandra Kabelo, a teenaged African girl, must save her younger siblings after they are kidnapped and forced to serve as child soldiers in General Mandiki's rebel army.  (fiction)

Saga

by Conor Kostick

On Saga, a world based on a video role-playing game, fifteen-year-old Ghost lives to break the rules, but the Dark Queen who controls Saga plans to enslave its people, and Ghost, Erik, and their friends try to stop her. (fiction)

A Prayer for Owen Meany

by John Irving

Owen Meany, while playing baseball in the summer of 1953, hits a foul ball that kills his best friend's mother, an accident that Owen is sure is the result of divine intervention. He becomes convinced that he is an instrument of God. (fiction)
Peeps

by Scott Westerfeld

Cal Thompson is a carrier of a parasite that causes vampirism, and must hunt down all of the girlfriends he has unknowingly infected before they can create even more of their kind. (fiction)

Wintergirls

by Laurie Halse Anderson

Eighteen-year-old Lia feels she is being haunted by Cassie's restless spirit when her best friend dies from anorexia--the same disorder Lia has been struggling with. (fiction)

Fahrenheit 451

by Ray Bradbury

A totalitarian regime has ordered that  all books to be destroyed, but one of the firemen, whose job is to burn the books, suddenly realizes their merit and learns of attempts to save them. (fiction)

7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens

by Sean Covey

Explores the adolescent years and draws on extensive research to offer teens practical ways to cope with such important issues as peers, parents, relationships, school choices, and the future. (nonfiction)

Avalon High

by Meg Cabot

Having moved to Annapolis, Maryland with her medievalist parents, high school junior Ellie enrolls at Avalon High School, where several students may or may not be reincarnations of King Arthur and his court. (fiction) 

Education of a Coach

by David Halberstam

The Pulitzer Prize-winning author and journalist portrays the life and career of Bill Belichick, head coach of the New England Patriots, revealing the strategies and ideals that have brought him and his team success. (nonfiction)

Playing for Pizza

by John Grisham

Cut from the Cleveland Browns after the worst performance in the history of the NFL, third-stringer Rick Dockery, desperate to play football, is hired by the Panthers of Parma, Italy, to be their starting quarterback and finds himself confronted by the confusing diversity of Italian culture, language, and romance. (fiction)

Girlbomb

by Janice Erlbaum

A columnist describes her troubled adolescence as a runaway in New York City, explaining why she exchanged her home for a life on the city streets; her struggle to balance school, the shelter system, and the temptations of the street; and her eventual successful battle to rescue herself from street life. (nonfiction)
Stolen Voices: Young Peoples’ War Diaries

by Zlata Filipovic

Ranging from World War I to the present-day conflict in Iraq, a compilation of fifteen diaries and journals records the experiences of young people during a time of war, reflecting on how children are affected by the military conflict around them. (nonfiction)

Homer's Odyssey : A Fearless Feline Tale

by Gwen Cooper

A pet rescue volunteer describes her relationship with a three-pound blind cat whose daredevil character and affectionate personality saw the author through six moves, a burglary, and the healing of her broken heart. (nonfiction)

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest

by Ken Kesey

Randle Patrick McMurphy, a small time criminal who fakes insanity, is admitted to a mental hospital where he challenges the system and the autocratic authority of the head nurse. (fiction)

Breathing Underwater

by Alex Flinn

In counseling for hitting his girlfriend, Caitlin, and ordered to keep a journal, 16 year-old Nick recounts his  controlling relationship with Caitlin, examines his behavior and anger, and describes living with his abusive father. (fiction)

Candy

by Kevin Brooks

After falling in love with Candy, a drug addict, Joe becomes desperate as he tries to keep his dream of working as a musician alive while trying to save Candy from her self-destructive ways. (fiction)

