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Language Arts—The language arts curriculum reflects the state 

pre-kindergarten to 8 standards, which addresses reading, writing, listening, speaking, viewing, and presenting. 

In grade 8, students will experience:

· Readers’ Workshop

· Graphic novels

· Newspapers/printed media

· Nonfiction/informational text

· Focus on social issues

· Fiction/short stories

· Poetry

· Historical fiction

· Biography

· Drama

· Writers’ Workshop

· Persuasive writing

· Journalism

· Descriptive writing

· Poetic writing

· Essays: writing to examine

· Descriptive narratives: writing a script

Read 180 is offered to students who are reading one to two years below their current grade level.

Math—The EWMS math curriculum reflects the CT framework standards and grade level expectations, which define concepts and skills for each grade level.


Students in grade 8 will experience the following:

· Algebraic reasoning: patterns and functions 

· Writing, solving and graphing linear equations using real numbers (including integers, fractions, decimal and percents)

· Numerical and proportional reasoning

· Numerically expressing quantitative relationships in many ways to make connections and simplify calculations

· Geometry and measurement 

· Analyzing, visualizing and measuring shapes

· Working with data: probability and statistics  

· Analyzing and displaying data to make informed decisions and exploring probability to determine expected value
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Social Studies—The social studies curriculum reflects the CT frameworks, which are organized around content knowledge, history/social studies literacy skills, and application.  

The purpose of this class is to make the students aware of the individuals and events that have helped shape our world and country into what they are today and to see how these events relate to their everyday lives.

The following serve as a focus:

· Arrival in a New World

· The Age of Jackson

· The Industrial Age and Urbanization

· Reforms and Culture

· Manifest Destiny 

· Sectionalism

· Civil War

· Reconstruction

· Colonial America

· The War for Independence

· A New Nation

· The Early Republic

Spanish—This course is designed in accordance with national and state standards for world language learning.  

Emphasis is placed on: 

· Listening comprehension

· Reading and writing

· Speaking

· Culture and language comparisons

Topics include:

· Greetings and introductions 

· Countries and capitals of the Spanish-speaking world 

· Classroom instruction, commands

· Counting and telling time

· Seasons and weather

· Hobbies and everyday activities

· Descriptions of places and people

· Friendship and social interactions

Science— The 8th grade science curriculum conforms to the standards established by the CT state science frameworks. 

These frameworks focus on students’ understanding of core concepts of physical science, using scientific reasoning, and recognizing the interactions among science, technology, and society.  


Grade 8 science focuses on earth science, life science, physical science, and technology.  

· Earth science

· Meteorology

· Atmospheric moisture

· Heat transfer

· Atmospheric pressure

· Climate conditions

· Life science

· Cell division in somatic and germ cells

· Structure of genes on chromosomes

· Heredity

· Physical science

· Newton’s Laws

· Motion

· Force

· Energy

· Technology

· Structures and strength are explores as they apply to various types of bridges
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