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What Your Child Will Learn in Unified Arts

Grades 5-8
Art—Students are taught a variety of skills that help them to develop their powers of observation while looking at art.  A wide range of studio art experiences are also explored.  Students:

· Observe and describe art work
· Analyze art work using the Elements and Principles of Art/Design
· Interpret artists’ reasons for creating works of art
· Formulate judgments and opinion about works of art

· Create studio art- drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture, ceramics, & crafts.
Chorus--This ensemble focuses on the fundamentals of singing in a group including rehearsal techniques, breathing, vocal production, and balance.   Students:

· Perform music from a variety of styles, time periods and genres  
· Are required to attend one rehearsal during the school day and sectional rehearsals as announced  
· Are required to participate in two evening concerts
General Music--Students approach learning through performance-based activities including:

· Singing
· Playing instruments
· Arranging music and composing original works
· Music literacy and understanding of terminology are emphasized through traditional folk literature, contemporary music and world music
Band--Band provides a performance opportunity for first, second, and developing third year students. Emphasis is placed on: 

· Reinforcement of fundamental reading skills

· Performance of scales

· Development of functional range

· Appropriate tone production

· Rehearsal techniques

· Establishing an effective home practice routine 

· Playing with good balance, blend, and intonation in an ensemble setting

· Applying skills and concepts learned during lessons to full band rehearsals

Students are required to attend performances and lessons, and they perform during the winter and spring concerts.

Computer Technology-- (Digital Literacy) - Students will analyze the effective use of technology and how to be safe and responsible, online 21st Century citizens. 

Students will explore how to research information from a variety of sources and media and use their critical thinking skills in order to plan and conduct research, manage projects, and solve problems throughout the digital environment. 

Students will demonstrate their creative thinking by developing innovative products and processes using technology independently and collaboratively.
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What Your Child Will Learn in Unified Arts, Grades 5-8

Chemistry in the Kitchen—Students work in cooperative groups to explore hands-on activities that connect math, science, and literacy skills.  Covered areas include:

· Volume and density
· Consumer math and fractions
· Nutrition
· Metric measurement
· Changes in state, including chemical changes
· Emulsions and colloids
· Acids and bases 
· Exothermic and endothermic reactions
Skill development areas include: 

· Predicting and measuring

· Graphing and averaging

· Sequencing

· Gathering and comparing/contrasting data   

Physical Education--PE focuses on the development of physically active learners that will have life-long skills for a healthful and productive lifestyle.  

Throughout the course of the year, students will participate in:

· Fitness activities
· Group and cooperative games
· Individual skills 
· Team sports
Students are expected to:

· Demonstrate positive participation/enthusiasm

· Follow directions/ willingness to work and learn

· Show respect for self, peers and teacher 

· Cooperate well with all students and teacher

· Show good sportsmanship

Health—

Grades 5, 7, and 8:

Students are introduced to wellness through the use of:

· Cardio machines 
· Weights and strength training equipment 
· Nintendo Wii Systems
The health program also includes academic activities:

· Studying the human anatomy
· Making healthy nutritional choices
· Personal safety skills
· Tobacco and alcohol use
· Conflict resolution/ communication skills
· Stress management
· Growth and reproduction, which is part of the CT state mandated health curriculum 
Grade 6:

· Students in grade 6 are taught health education collaboratively by the classroom teacher and the health education/P.E. teachers.  

· The topics of study include:

· Physical activity

· Body systems

· Alcohol, tobacco, and drug abuse

· Personal health
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